Dodleston & District Parish Council

 Ordinary Meeting of the Parish Council 

Monday 8 September 2014 - 7.30pm Dodleston Village Hall

MINUTES

Chairman

Mike Maughan    
Vice Chairman

Paul Buchanan
Councillors
Mike Dix, Karen Tilston, Chris Ward, Richard Ward, Sarah Parker 

Paul Buchanan  
Clerk
Kate Lloyd 
Also present: 
Berry’s Brother 
Stuart Thomas 




Mandy Seedhouse

Giles Dodd and two sons





Nineteen members of the public 
1.
Apologies for absence 


Cllr Richard Ward 


Cllr John Blythin 


Cll Mark Williams (late - due to CWAC meeting) 
2.          Procedural matters

i) Declaration of interest

Councillor Dix declared a non-prejudicial interest in all planning matters.  Cllr Dix and Cllr Maughan declared a personal and pecuniary interest in item 15.  
ii) To agree the minutes of the Annual General and Ordinary Parish Meeting held on the 7 July 2014. 

RESOLVED:  The Chairman signed as a correct record, the minutes of the Ordinary Parish Meeting 
held on 7th July 2014.

iii) To agree the minutes of the extraordinary meeting of 20th March 2014.  There were no minutes presented.  ACTION: Minutes of the meeting held on 20th March 2014 to be presented at the next Parish Meeting.  
3. 
Actions from last Meeting 


Actions and matters arising from the ordinary meeting held on 7 July 2014 were discussed


	Item
	Action
	Responsible
	Update

	6 iii Minutes of the Extra Ordinary Meeting 
	Minutes of the Extraordinary meeting of 20th March 2014 to be presented at the next ordinary Parish Council meeting. 
	Cllr Karen Tilston
	O/S .  To be completed and submitted for approval at the next Parish Council meeting. 

	5. Public Speaking Time
i.
ii.
	Dog Warden to do a Patrol of the village
Farmers to be contacted to remind contractors to reduce speed driving through the village.
	Cllr Karen Tilston 
Cllr Mike Maughan 
	Refer to item 11

Councillor Maughan has approached several farmers about contractor reducing driving speed through the village.

	5.5 Local Life 
	Letter to Jonathan White thanking for efforts in printing Local Life and confirming the Parish Council will longer be using Talkabout Publishing Ltd for future editions.
	The Clerk
	Completed 

	7. Field
	Field Committee to meet 
	Cllr Mike Maughan , Cllr Paul Buchanan , Cllr Mike Dix
	Completed 

	9. Bus Shelter 
	Job description to be provided for lengthsman post
Job advert for the role of Lengthsman to be produced and displayed in the shop and Parish notice boards. 
	Cllr Mark Williams
The Clerk and Cllr Mike Maughan
	Job description for Lengthsman role provided by Cllr Mark Williams
Completed.  Refer to item 13 

	11. Parish Suggestion Box  
	CWCA Paul Parry to be contacted.
	The Clerk 
	 Completed

	17. Public Consultation Home to School Transport 
	To be placed as an agenda item 
	Clerk
	Completed 

	18. Christmas Lights 2014 (May 14)
	Application to be submitted to CWAC for electrical apparatus in Lower Kinnerton. 
	The Clerk
	Completed.  
The Clerk will arrange to meet with Barry Townhill - CWAC Highways to review lighting apparatus. The Chairman will be in attendance.

	24. Bonfire Event 
	Field Sub Committee to meet to discuss availability of field for the Bonfire event. 
	Field Committee
	Completed.  Refer to item 15


4.
Monthly Police Report


The monthly Police Report is unavailable due to PC Sharon Beverly being on a period of absence.      

5.
Public Speaking Time

i
Concerns have been raised on Dog fouling and it was suggested cans of spray could be handed to out

for residents to use.  By marking the areas, the issue will be drawn to residents’ attention.     
ii.
A resident asked questioned the current situation of the Parish Council field.  Cllr Maughan advised that Phase 1 
has commenced with further drainage and maintenance works planned for the end of the September 2014. 

Phase 2, Access, Car Park and Pavilion would be ready for next year although there is no funding as yet. A 
resident suggested the idea of benches being bequeathed in peoples’ memory.  Councillor Maughan agreed this 
to be a 
lovely idea and would be considered by the Parish Council 
6
Dodleston Hall Farm Poultry Shed Planning Application 

    
Councillor Maughan gave a short introduction to the proposal to be presented and was to provide 
an opportunity 
to raise questions.  Giles Dodd spoke about the reasons for the diversification of the farm, volatility of milk 
and growing poultry market.       

Stuart Thomas , a Planning Consultant from Berry’s ,accompanied by Mandy Seedhouse (Planning 
Environmental Consultant)  thanked the Parish Council for the invitation to attend the meeting and confirmed 
this was Pre application consultation.  Plans were shared out to residents in attendance. 

The Consultants have been engaging with CWAC planning Officers for the past six - nine months and wished to 
explain the scheme and answer questions.  Stuart Thomas provided a summary of the scheme, existing buildings 
and planned site for the poultry shed utilising the existing access point.  The proposal includes a Bio Mass 
building to generate heat with proposed landscaping and a tree planting belt for screening.  The Public Footpath 
crossing the site will be unaffected.  The sheds will be shallow / low profile, to ridge height of 6 metres with 
feed bins at an average height of 7.5 metres.  A schedule of materials for the buildings will be agreed with the 
planning authority.  


Stuart Thomas provided details of the process and confirmed there would be seven cycles each year. The next 
steps would be to listen to concerns.  The industry is heavily regulated by the Environment Agency and the 
scheme will be subject to a full Environmental Impact Assessment to address issues of: Access, noise, odour, 
ecology / trees.  The scheme will require a permit and planning consent.  A planning application is to be 
submitted which will meet planning laws and regulations and include a Technical Summary.   


Councillor Maughan asked for clarity on the basic model of the business and transportation.  Stuart Thomas 
confirmed there will be 100,000 chicks in the two sheds with four days of peak activity for crop clearance, 
cleaning and delivery of feed with the movement of 17 vehicles on one day.  


Concerns were raised on the route HGV will take.  There will be a full Highway impact assessment and an 
initial discussion with Highways is for a route which will avoid the village.  External Contractors are currently 
working with the council and undertaking a full Highways report. 


Waste from the shed will be retained on the site and concerns were raised over odour and the effect this may 
have on house prices.  An odour report has been undertaken which confirms the prevailing wind from the hills is 
channelled through the village.  A modelling exercise based on all stages of the process has been completed the 
result of which will be subject to scrutiny.  


Councillor Buchanan asked if the planning application is successful whether there were plans for further sheds.   
Stuart Thomas explained there is a number of options and designs as to how the site could work.  At this stage 
only two sheds are being considered.  


A resident questioned why this particular site has been chosen for the development.  Stuart Thomas advised it 
is: within close proximity to the farm, a reasonable distance from property, takes account of a range of 
environmental issues and will be next to much large buildings. 

Concerns were raised again about odour and ventilation.  Mandy Seedhouse confirmed that for the permit, an 
Odour Management Plan is required and everything will be done to mitigate odour.  A noise assessment has 
been completed with the results being within the threshold.  All these documents will be available within the 
application.  

Paul Buchanan raised concerns over the Bird waste.  This will be stored on site, before being spread on the land 
and likely to be ploughed in.  


A resident questioned the type of material to be burnt in the Bio Mass.  This will be woodchip pellets, some of 


which this will be stored on site. Any change of material will require a variation permit.


A resident asked whether it will be provide any extra employment.  There will be direct employment on the 
farm and possibly three more employees.  


A resident expressed their support for food production and therefore the poultry sheds.       

A resident asked whether there are any comparable existing units which residents could visit.  Stuart Thomas 
confirmed there is a number in Shropshire and access would be dependant on an operator allowing a site visit.
ACTION: Stuart Thomas to investigate the possibility of a site visit.  
  


A resident expressed their opposition to intensive rearing of Poultry.  Mandy Seedhouse confirmed the sheds 
complied with strict animal welfare standards.


A resident questioned whether modern industry coming into community offered much.  


Councillor Maughan confirmed the Parish Council is a Consultee and those residents directly affected will 
will be consulted.  The Parish Council will keep the community informed.   


Stuart Thomas confirmed an application will be submitted prior to Christmas. 


Councillor Maughan confirmed he has liaised with CWAC and concerns have been expressed by 

Highways with potential damage caused by the HGV.  Councillor Maughan read through these which covered 
Noise, odour, landscape and visual impact, Historical / environment and the requirement for badger and crested 
newts surveys to be undertaken.  
  
A Public Meeting will be called.  
7.
Governance Review and Draft Recommendations  

Councillor Maughan advised the proposed recommendations under the Governance Review have been accepted.  
The key changes are; One Parish as opposed to three, The Parish will not be warded and the Parish 
boundaries will change.

8.
Field Update


Councillor Maughan confirmed works on Phase 1 of the field development has commenced.  There will be 
fencing off of the area for seeding.  Planned work for the entrance, car park and pavilion will be undertaken in 
the first part of next year. The school has expressed wishes to use the facilities.      

Councillor Buchanan was asked by a member of the community why the job had not been subject to local 
tender.  The Parish Council received a substantial grant from Sport England who appointed Turf Agronomist to 
manage the tender process and appointed the contractor Souters.  


Councillor Maughan is meeting with Highways and confirmed Alex Pickering has agreed to donate a six metre 
strip of land. A resident suggested French bowls for consideration.  


A resident approached Councillor Maughan to ask if the path on the field could be moved further away from 
their home due to concerns over noise levels and being intrusive.  RESOLVED: The Parish Council does not 
have any funds to invest in any changes and will not be making any alterations.        

9.
Telephone Box Area Development  


Councillor Tilston provided an update and confirmed Stuart Pickering has cut the trees.  Councillor Tilston 
has spoken with Bernard Dennis who expressed disappointment that the laurels have not been cut back.  
Councillor Paul Buchanan suggested the History Group should own the project and Councillor Tilston 
confirmed this has now been handed over.  .  
10 
Parish Suggestion Box 

Councillor Maughan has created a register of comments / suggestions which are been logged.  Councillor 
Maughan confirmed he has written to Highways, CWAC and MP Mosley to raise concerns over the A483.  


A suggestion has been received requesting the Parish Council to consider widening the gate between Castle Way 
and path to the DFV playing field. There may be a need to pass this on to another community Group.  Concerns 
have been raised over parking around the school drop off point. RESOLVED: Councillors agreed for these to 
be placed as agenda items.  ACTION: Clerk to place these as agenda items.  

11.
Dog Fouling 


Councillor Maughan stated dog fouling is an ongoing problem in the village and now the field which is for  
recreational use.  Councillor Maughan questioned whether or not there is a need for additional dog bins and bag 
dispensers.  RESOLVED: Councillors agreed to fund to fund a dog bin and bag dispenser for the field at a 
cost of £130 plus fitting.  Dog bags are available from CWAC free of charge.  
12.
Creation of Specific Parish Councillor Roles


Councillor Maughan expressed thoughts Councillors should be more proactive and interact with other 
organisations / Council by owning specific roles to undertake work in between meetings.  A list of roles / 
areas 
of responsibilities was read and Councillors agreed to the following:  

Roles





Appointed to

Local Authority Liaison



Councillor Mark Williams


Bus Service / Public Transport  


Councillor Chris Ward 

Pathways / Footpath/Highways/Signage

Councillor Chris Ward 


Bus Shelter/ Notice boards  




Flooding/Ditches/ Drainage/ Environment 
Councillor Sarah Parker 

Agriculture / Farmers Liaison 


Councillor Sarah Parker  

Local Life 




Councillor Karen Tilston

Website Management 



Councillor Maughan 


Planning 




Councillor Paul Buchanan 


School Engagement 



Vacant Position – Possibly School Governor  


ACTION: To be placed as an Agenda item with updates provided 
13.
Lengthsman Role 


Councillor Maughan advised the Lengthsman role has been advertised and two applications were received.  
Peter Troughton has been appointed to the role.   Councillor Buchanan suggested a photograph of Peter should 
be included within the next edition of Local Life.  

14.
Parish Council Notice Board 


Councillor Maughan advised the Noticeboard at Rough Hill will be reinstated.  Councillor Maughan proposed 
a notice board with a lockable door be installed outside the village shop and suggested the possibility of a notice 
board at the bus shelter.  RESOLVED:  Councillors agreed to a notice board with a lockable glass door to be 
installed outside the village shop.   
15.
Fireworks Event  
a) 
Councillor Maughan confirmed the three year contract for Freestyle Fireworks has ended. Due to a conflict of 
interest, both Councillor Maughan and Councillor Dix left the meeting. 

Councillor Buchanan advised the Parish Council approached two companies Highlight Fireworks and 
Freestyle Fireworks.  An expression of interest was received from a member of the community Andrew Newns. 
All were sent a comprehensive pack as to the requirements and show specifications.  Formal packs were 
returned by two companies. Both quotes were identical in meeting the detailed specification.  The cost of 
Highlight is £7,500 and Freestyle £3,551.  RESOLVED: Councillors awarded the three years contract to 
Freestyle Fireworks.  
b)
Councillor Maughan advised the Parish Council field cannot be used this year for the Bonfire event due to works 
being undertaken.  Alex Pickering has offered The Lakes for next year. The Parish Council have sought other 
alternatives but is struggling to secure a suitable field.  
16.
Christmas Lights 2014


The Clerk confirmed the application for electrical apparatus in Lower Kinnerton has been submitted to 
CWAC Highways.  The Clerk is arranging a site visit with CWAC Highways representative Barry Townhill.  
Councillor Buchanan confirmed he has received a response from Vintage Inns regarding the request for future 
and on going costs of The Red Lion Christmas tree and lights being met by the brewery. Vintage Inns advised 
they will not pay for this.  However, Vintage Inn proposed a fundraising event in the pub with proceeds for the 
Parish Council.  There was also a proposal for a Christmas Faye to raise funds.  Councillors discussed these 
options. RESOLVED:  Councillors agreed the Parish Council will not be providing a Christmas Trees and 
Lights for The Red Lion.    
17.
Parish Council Surgery 


Councillor Maughan advised the first Parish Council Surgery has been held.  Future surgeries will be held on 
Saturday mornings and will be advertised in Local Life, on Parish Notice boards and the website.  Two 
Councillors will be in attendance on a rota basis.  

18.
The Church Car Park


Councillor Maughan provided an update and advised four quotes had been sought.  Two quotes have been 
received for the repair works of the Church Car Park.  James Marshall at a cost of £19,850 and Bram Hall for 
£11,000 plus VAT, both quotes being valid for 60 days.   There is a potential budget of £15,000, with funding 
of £5,000 from Dodleston Village Foundation and £5,000 from The Parish Council.  Councillor Maughan

advised there is a potential issue with the deeds possibly preventing resurfacing.  The Council will proceed on 
the basis of there is no issues and will check The Deeds to the Church Car Park.  RESOLVED: Councillors 
agreed to proceed on the basis funding is available.
19.
A483 Roadwork  


Councillor Maughan provided an update on the A483 Roadwork and advised Highways has no plans to 
replace the concrete surface. Councillor Maughan is campaigning for support from the local MP regarding the
mile of road on the English side which impacts on the village.  Councillor Maughan is meeting with CWAC 
Highways .There is a timetable of works which will be shared with Parish Councillors by email.  ACTION: 
Councillor Maughan to email timetable of works. 
20.
Repeat Prescription Programme


Councillor Maughan provided an update on the possibly of a Repeat Prescription Programme.  The surgery 
is happy to work with the Parish Council in helping their patients.  An advert has been place in Local Life and 
only one response received.  The Parish Council is uncertain as to the extent of people requiring this service.  
Councillor Buchanan read out a note from Dr Nuttall concerning this proposal and expressed concerns over 
whether or not there were residents in need.  Dr Nuttall suggested an advert in Local Life and shop window.  
ACTION:  Advert to be placed in Local Life and shop window. 

21.
Local Life


Councillor Maughan confirmed the Parish Council has changed Publisher and the next edition will be in the 
new A4 format.  Councillor Tilston has been in contact with the publisher who has confirmed the first edition
may take a slightly longer in being set up. Councillor Tilston is hoping to finalise and send all articles to the 
publisher by 21 
September 2014.   
22.  
Home To School Transport


Councillor Ward advised eligibility for free school transport up to 16 years will be based only on distance to the 
nearest qualifying school and will be affecting next year’s applicants.  The walking distance will be 3 miles.  
There is a £25k mitigation fund for rural communities.  Contributory charges for SEN (16-19) will be £660 this 
year increasing to £880 2015/16. ACTION: Councillor Ward to investigate further. 
23.
Planning Applications 

Councillor Buchanan talked through the planning applications received since the last meeting.  There has been 
no comment made by the Parish Council.  Councillor Buchanan confirmed 1 Brick Bank Cottages appeal 
has 
been dismissed.  This application was supported by the Parish Council.  Corner Cottage amended application 
has been objected to by the Parish Council.    
24.
Code of Conduct 


The Clerk issued Notification of Interest Forms which will be completed and returned by all Parish Councillors. 
25.       Finance 


i To approve income and expenditure since the last meeting 

RESOLVED - All income and expenditure since the last meeting was approved.  


ii. To agree the forecasted outturn year ended 31st March 2015. 


RESOLVED: Councillors agreed the forecasted outturn for year ended 31 March 2015. 

iii) and iv) RESOLVED: Councillors agreed to postpone these items until the next meeting 


v) Councillors reviewed the issue of the Loan Interest and agreed to take this forward with CWAC. 
ACTION: This is to be taken forward with CWAC


vi) The Clerk confirmed the internal auditor has completed the audit of accounts and signed off the annual return 
2013/14.  
26.  
Correspondence  

 
The clerk received a letter from Cheshire Playing Field asking why the Parish Council has not entered the free 
Les George OBE memorial award.  RESOLVED: Councillors agreed to enter next year’s competition 
