Dodleston Parish Council

 Ordinary Meeting of the Parish Council 

Monday 9 November 2015 - 7.30pm Dodleston Village Hall

MINUTES

Chairman

Mike Maughan    
Councillors
Paul Buchanan, Karen Tilston, Richard Kitchin, Richard Ward, Rachel Jones, 
Clerk
Kate Lloyd 
Also present: 
Seven members of the public



Councillor Gay – Saltney Town Council 
1.
Apologies for absence 

Cllr Mike Dix  
  
Cllr Roger Taylor

Cllr Mark Williams

2.          Procedural matters

i) Declaration of interests
There were no declarations of interests   
ii) To agree the minutes of the Ordinary Parish Council meeting held on the 14 September 2015.  RESOLVED: The Chairman signed as a correct record the minutes of the Ordinary Parish Council meeting held on the 14 September 2105. 

Actions from last Meeting 


i)          Actions and matters arising from the meeting held on 14 September 2015 were discussed


	Item
	Action
	Responsible
	Update

	Previous Action List 
8ii Widening of Gate

	Clerk to follow up with CWAC on the widening of the gate between Castle Way and DVF field
	The Clerk
	The Clerk contacted various Departments within CWAC.  An Officer made a site inspection accompanied by Councillor Maughan. It was suggested the access gate on the field is also replaced.  These have now been listed as a priority.  

	8. Parish Councillors’ update 
	Article to be included in Local Life seeking suggestions for a suitable location for the War Memorial.  
	Cllr Tilston 
	O/S – To be included in the Spring edition of Local Life 

	9, Local Life 
	Article for Farmers Corner to be included in Local Life 
	Cllr Jones 
	O/S – To be included in the Spring edition of Local Life

	12. Lengthsman Role 
	To liaise with Peter Troughton to clear area at the Old Peoples bungalow
	Cllr Maughan 
	Completed

	13. DB1 Service 
	Article to be included in the next edition of Local Life on the new shuttle service and operating time.     
	Cllr Tilston
	Outstanding – to be included in the Spring edition of Local Life.

	14. Local Plan 
	Item to be placed as an agenda item for the next meeting
	The Clerk 
	Completed

	17 Finance

 iii & iv 
	To be placed as an agenda item for the next meeting
	The Clerk
	Completed

	18. Bonfire Event 
	Fire committee to meet to finalise arrangements for 2015 Bonfire event
	Cllr Dix, Cllr Maughan, Cllr Kitchin
	Completed

	19. Local Flood Risk Management – Public Consultation
	Clerk to forward email to Councillor Jones for follow up.
	The Clerk 
	Completed



	20. A483 Housing Development 
	Article to be included in the next edition of Local Life.

	Cllr Tilston
	Outstanding – to be included in the Spring edition of Local Life.


4i
Monthly Police Report

There was no monthly police report available.    
5.
Public Speaking Time


Dodleston Pre School Nursery (DPSN) Funding
i. Sharon Pheby from DPSN advised it needs to raise £6k within the next five months(November 

 to April) in order to remain open.  The nursery is currently marketing for two year olds and has received a good Ofsted report.  The DPSN has written to the Parish Council seeking financial support towards its funding. Cllr Maughan asked whether there were any areas of funding available.  The nursery has recently sought funding through its Spooky Doo and the New Year’s Event.  Cllr Buchanan suggested the nursery liaise with Dodleston Village Foundation to request a rent holiday. Cllr Maughan advised the Parish Council is engaging with a funding specialist and will see whether there is any funding opportiunities for the Nursery through this avenue.  Councillor Kitchin advised that match funding is available with the Bank of America and Marks and Spencer.  The nursery can or visits the website for fund raising for registered charities.   
Councillors considered the request for financial support.  RESOLVED: Councillors agreed a donation of £1,000 from the Community Fund as an interim payment. ACTION: DPSN to provide details of income and expenditure to the Parish Council to review and consider further funding.  ACTION: To be placed as an agenda item for the next meeting to discuss further funding.  
ii.  A resident congratulated the Parish Council on its successful firework event being held at a new venue Chester 


Lakes

iii. Speed Survey - Penfold Way  

Councillor Chris Ward provided an update and advised that flashing 30 mph speed signs cost £3.5k each.  CWAC Highways have advised against having these as speeds are too low.  Councillor Buchanan advised there have been three accidents in Lache Lane and requested a review of speed limits.  ACTION: To be placed as an agenda item for the next meeting to discuss Lache Lane speed limit.
6.
Amenities Site Entrance - Saltney Lane / Boundary Lane  

Councillor Veronica Gay (Saltney Town Council) provided a summary on the amenities site between Saltney Lane / Boundary Lane which has recently been removed and returned to Green Bund space.  This has been subject to fly tipping and is the entrance to the Commons / Bridle footpath.  Saltney Town Council wishes to create a suitable area between the boundaries which will be of benefit to both communities and is seeking to work with the Parish Council to do this.  There was a discussion surrounding this and Councillors agreed for Councillor Chris Ward to discuss this further with Councillor Gay and contact the Cheshire Ramblers Association.  ACTION: Councillor Chris Ward to meet to Councillor Gay and contact Cheshire Ramblers Association.  Councillor Ward to report findings to the Parish Council at the next meeting.  
7.
Field Update
Councillor Buchanan advised contact has been made with a funding specialist with a view to applying for grant funding towards the Walk Way, Pond enhancement, Track equipment and Sport Pavilion etc.   The Field Committee will be meeting to review the document.    

Work on the cricket wickets will be postponed until April 2016, the costs of which will be within the approved budget.  Boughton Hall Cricket Club will play for the 2016 season. Councillor Buchanan suggested food/ bar facilities and the hire of the pitch be marketed to generate income. The pitch will be monitored and used when appropriate.  A pavilion will be required with temporary facilities being in place before April 2016.

A complaint has been received about a camera.  This was installed by the Cricket Club after permission was granted by the Parish Council.  The camera has subsequently been stolen.

8.
Parish Suggestion Box
Cllr Maughan advised a suggestion has been received for a grit box to be located on the Church Car Park.  RESOLVED: Councillors agreed to fund a grit box and grit for the Car Park.  Cllr Richard Ward volunteered to spread the grit when required. 

Cllr Richard Ward provided an update on the Parish Website and Facebook page.   Concerns regarding cars being too close to a horse rider have been shared on Facebook.   

9.
Parish Councillors’ updates.  
Councillor Kitchen advised the PSCO had been into the School to reinforce the message of School Parking.  Councillor Jones reported no comments have been received on the Flooding Consultation and therefore no comment submitted by the Parish Council.  Councillor Maughan reported the purchase of 600 Dog waste bags  
10.
Local Life


    i        Articles for Next Edition 

Councillor Tilston advised the next Local Life will be small being the Christmas edition.
   ii        Cheshire Award 2015
Councillor Dix and Councillor Tilston attended the Community Pride 2015 Awards.  Dodleston won the Best Newsletter Competition.  
  iii        Quantity and Delivery

Councillors discussed the number of Local Life magazine required and agreed to 600.  Delivery routes were confirmed as:
 
Councillor Taylor / Tilston          Lower Kinnerton and Gorstella
Councillor Kitchin

 Balderton / Rough Hill (Woods to Level Crossing to 2 Mile Farm)

Councillor Jones

 Church Road / Kinnerton Road

Councillors’ Ward

 Dodleston and Boydell Park

Councillor Dix


 St Mary’s Road

11i.
The Church Car Park

Councillor Maughan advised resurfacing work has been competed on the Parish Car Park.  The footpath routed has been tidied.  The Dodleston Village Foundation (DVF) will be contributing £5,250 towards costs. ACTION: Clerk to write to Richard Lloyd (DVF) to request contribution.          
     
   ii.
Recycling Bin
Councillor Maughan confirmed the Recycling Bin had been removed to enable resurfacing work and this may impact on funding.  The price of paper has reduced and with administration and monitoring the bin is no longer wanted.  The school has agreed to this.  RESOLVED: Councillors agreed to a contribution to the School’s PTA of £200.  Payment will be made once a letter requesting this has been received from the PTA.  
12. 
War Memorial 

There was a discussion on the War Memorial and suggestion that a Grant Funding Consultant (Lisa Turner) may be approached having supported other Parish Councils with similar projects.  Councillor Maughan advised Westminster Foundation maybe a source of funding or alternatively the Dioceses. Councillors agreed to defer this until January 2016 and then decide how the Parish Council can progress this.  
13.
Christmas Tree Lighting 2015 

Councillors discussed Christmas Trees for the Parish and agreed for three Christmas Trees; one each to be located at Penfold Way, The Church and Lower Kinnerton.  Trees will be installed on 5 December with an official switch on 6 December.  RESOLVED: Councillors agreed to fund at last year’s cost or less.  These will be funded from Councillor Mark Williams’s allocation to the Parish Council.  

14.
Poultry Farm Shed Application Update     

Councillor Maughan provided a lengthy update and confirmed it has been twelve months since submission of the application.  The Planner overseeing the application has now taken maternity leave.  Highways are unable to support the application.  On Environmental grounds the application is achievable subject to various conditions including a four meter bund.  The bund is a significant issue for planning.  Should the application be refused it is expected the applicant will appeal or withdraw.  

15.
Lengths man Services 

Councillor Maughan advised work has been undertaken at the Field and Car Park.  Parish Notice boards at Lower Kinnerton, Boydell Way and Telephone Box have been refurbished.  Councillors agreed the Notice boards should only be used for Parish Council news.  A bench in Lower Kinnerton should be refurbished in the spring.  ACTION: Refurbishment of bench to be placed as an agenda item for March 2016.  
16.
DB1 Bus Service 

A resident advised an extensive survey on the DB1 and DB2 Bus Service has been undertaken.  The Local Bus Service up to Lower Kinnerton is full to capacity and there have been reports the service is not stopping at the Bus Stop.  The connection to the Countess of Chester Hospital is very good with the service departing from Bus Stand F in Foregate Street.  The Bus Service routes and times have been advertised by Cheshire West and Chester Council.  ACTION: Article to be included in Local Life on the new shuttle service and operating time.     

17.
Local Plan  

Councillor Maughan advised a Local Plan involved considerable effort and amount of work and the Parish Council was unable to commit to this.  A resident provided a map detailing potential land for housing which was reviewed and discussed by Councillors.  Councillor Buchanan advised the Parish Council had been supportive of the Saw Mill Development which had outlined 25 homes with 6/7 being affordable houses.  The planning application at Decoy Farm had been rejected.  Councillor Chris Ward shared information of ton the Local, Neighbourhood and Parish Plan and the differences.  Councillor Maughan agreed the Parish should have either a Neighbourhood or Parish Plan but was unable to commit to this.  There was a lengthy discussion the purpose / use of Parish and Neighbourhood Plan.  
18.
Solar Power 
Councillor Maughan advised there has been no further information / update and no application submitted.    

19.
Planning Applications  

Councillor Kitchin read through the planning applications received since the last meeting.   There has not been a comment from the Parish Council.    

20.       Finance 


i. To approve income and expenditure since 9 September 2015

RESOLVED - All income and expenditure since the 9 September 2015 was approved.  


ii. To agree the forecasted outturn for 2015/16. 


RESOLVED: Councillors agreed the forecasted outturn for 2015/16
iii & iv. To review and agree Risk Assessment 2015/16; To review and agree Standing Orders and Financial Regulations 
The Clerk advised the Risk Assessment 2015/16, Standing Orders and Financial Regulations have been formally reviewed by Councillor Dix.  The Standing Orders state these should be reviewed together with Financial Regulations at the annual meeting.  Councillor Dix suggested an interim review in November with a formal review at the Annual meeting.  The Risk Assessment details a Parishioner open and close the Car Park barrier.  This is no longer the case and should be removed. RESOLVED: Councillors agreed for Standing Orders and Financial Regulations being reviewed at the Annual meeting of the Parish Council and to remove the statement concerning the opening and closing of the Car Park barrier from the Risk Assessment. 

v. To note the outcome of the external audit – Annual Return 2014/15.   

The clerk advised Councillors the annual return has been approved by the external auditors without issue.  RESOLVED: Councillors noted the outcome of the 2014/15 annual return.  
vi. To review the latest position relating to invoices and costs form Cullimore Dutton Solicitors – Legal Costs Sports England Grant.  
Councillors advised there has been correspondence with Cullimore Dutton Solicitors and the line items of billing have been reviewed b Councillors.  A formal complaint has been submitted and the issue on going.  ACTION: Agenda item for the next meeting.   
21.        Bonfire Event   
Councillor Buchanan provided a summary on the Bonfire Event advising it has been successful and attended by around 2,500 people.  Gate receipts of £8,500 with a profit of approx £3,000.  With the event being held at a new venue the aim was to breakeven.  

Chester Lakes wish to hold a Funfest in the summer 2016 and are asking for help from the Parish Council in relation to marshalling.  

A debriefing session will be held so lessons can be learnt.   

22.
Local Flood Risk Management – Public Consultation
Covered – Refer to item 10. 
22 a. 
Correspondence


i. Preschool Nursery Funding Request

Approved - Refer to item 5i.

ii. Dodleston History Board funding request for History Board 

The History Group have decided the plaque will be situated outside the Red Lion Pub and is currently awaiting permission from the Red Lion for this.  An agreement is being drawn up at a cost of £500 plus VAT which is to be funded by Mitchell & Bulters. The History Group has raised £2,000 towards the plaque and the DVF may contribute.  A Conservation Officer from CWAC has confirmed planning permission is not required.    
iii. St Mary’s Church Remembrance Service Invitation - Contribution to Help For Heroes and Royal British Legion.  
The Parish Council received an invitation to the Remembrance Service.  This was attended by several Councillors.  RESOLVED: Councillors agreed to a donation of £100 to each charity.

23.
Dates for 2016 Meetings


RESOLVED: Councillors agreed to the following dates:


11 January 


14 March 


9 May    (AGM)


11 July 


12 September 


7 November 

