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It’s Christmas...
Welcome to the pre-Christmas edition.
The village is buzzing! We have the
British Heart Foundation Concert in the
Village Hall at 7.30 on November 25th.
Dodleston pre-School has a grand tree
planting – 270 saplings are being planted
on November 26th The Parish Council
has allocated a part of the playing field
and granted use of the Pavilion and
Marquee on the day – come along and
sponsor a tree. The Church is gearing
up for its busiest time of the year. We
are so lucky to have two such splendid
eateries as Wild Goose & Red Lion. One
of the principal aims of this magazine
is to promote local businesses and
enterprises. Use them or lose them!

Dates for the Parish
Council Meetings
The dates are the 2nd Monday
of odd numbered months. – they
are held in the Grosvenor Room at
7.30pm
2018
• January 8th
• March 12th
• May 14th
• July 9th
• September 10th
• November 12th

Mold - Nercwys - Treuddyn - Caergwrle - Hope - Higher Kinnerton - Chester
Chester - Higher Kinnerton - Hope - Caergwrle - Treuddyn - Nercwys - Mold
Monday to Saturday (except Bank Holidays)
Service Number/Rhif Gwasanaeth

Mold Bus Station
Treuddyn
Caergwrle Post Office
Hope Church
Hope Castell Alun School
Higher Kinnerton Church
Dodleston Primary School
Westminster Park Shops
Handbridge Edgar’s Field
Chester Foregate Street
Chester Bus Interchange*
Service Number/Rhif Gwasanaeth

Chester Bus Interchange*
Chester Foregate Street
Handbridge Esso Garage
Westminster Park Shops
Dodleston Primary School
Higher Kinnerton Church
Hope Church
Hope Castell Alun School
Caergwrle War Memorial
Treuddyn
Mold, Bus Station Stand 5
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*Please note that the opening of the new Chester Bus Interchange has been delayed until 5 June 2017. In the meantime this service will commence and
terminate in Foregate Street until the new bus station is fully operational. / Mae agor Cyfnewidfa Bysiau Caer wedi ei ohirio tan 5 Mehefin 2017. Bydd y
gwasanaeth hwn yn cychwyn ac yn gorffen yn y Foregate Street hyd nes bydd yr orsaf fysiau newydd yn gwbl weithredol. NS - Not Saturdays/ Dim ar
ddydd Sadwrn SSH - Saturdays and School Holidays only/Dydd Sadwrn a Gwyliau Ysgol yn unig SDO - School Days only / Dyddiau Ysgol yn unig
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Santa’s Rocket!

Hello once again, my dear residents of
Dodleston parish. It barely seems no time
since I wrote to you this time last year.
Everyone here is getting more excited by the day as
we get closer to Christmas. It’s our busiest time, but
we all love it. The North Polar Bear is tidying his room
to make way for all the new presents he hopes to
get. He has been very helpful this year so I think he
might get most of what he’s asked for (but don’t tell
him). And the Elves are all working very hard too. So,
all I need now is for you to send me your ‘wish list’ of
presents that you would like. Don’t forget, you have
a direct postal route to my home at the North Pole:
all you have to do is post your letter in Santa’s Rocket
that will be parked at Chapel Stores during December.
But make sure you’ve posted it before Sunday 17th
December, because that evening at 7pm it will be
launched from nearby the church. I so look forward to
reading your letters.
Well, I better get back to work: lot’s still to do. Very
best wishes to you one and all.

Have a Merry Christmas
and a Happy New Year! Santa

MacMillan Cancer Support
On Saturday 30th September, the Sports
Field Pavilion was cleverly transformed
into a quaint little Pop-Up Coffee Shop. The
marquee extension was adorned with bunting
and balloons, tables decorated with pretty
tablecloths and floral arrangements and the
smooth sounds of ‘Swing’ created the perfect
venue for the Macmillan World’s Biggest Coffee
Morning.
It was great to welcome so many friends, family and
villagers who deliberated over the vast choice of donated
bakes while the team made them fresh tea and coffee to
compliment. The raffle was also popular with chances to
win vouchers for beauty treatments, foodie treats, boozy
bottles, children’s crafts and DVD’s all provided by local
businesses and individuals.
The afternoon was not only fun and enjoyable but a
fantastic success raising £525 for MacMillan Cancer
Support. A huge thank you to all who made it happen
and to those who came to support. See you next year!

Left to Right: Alison Buchanan, Sarah Parker, Sharon ?, Jan
Maughan, Kate Seager, Elaine Williams
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Dodleston & District Parish Council

You are invited to a Charity
Concert in aid of the
British Heart Foundation
Saturday 25th November at 7.30pm
Dodleston Village Hall, Pulford Lane, Dodleston, Chester CH4 9NN
A variety of performers will provide musical entertainment of all
styles for you to enjoy! Refreshments and raffle too.
Tickets £12 from Helen Longmuir 01244 660509 or 07951 880702 or
52 Penfold Way, Dodleston, Chester CH4 9NL or on the door.

Wild Goose - Festive Menu
CH RI S TM AS 2 0 1 7
S M AL L P L ATE S
V E GE TAR I AN - £ 5 .5 0
Charred Brussel sprouts with chestnut butter, fried hens egg
Parsnip and blue cheese fritter with pickled pear and candied walnut salad
Butternut squash, balsamic onion, goats curd and pumpkin seed filo
Rosemary and garlic roast potatoes with beetroot gravy

M E AT - £ 6 .5 0
Lemon and herb turkey Schnitzel, root vegetable remoulade
Beef cheek and chestnut mushroom pithivier, charred onion, stout sauce
Pork, sage and apricot terrine, bacon jam, poached apple salad
Duck pastrami, Jerusalem artichoke, parsnip crisp, red currant

F I S H - £ 7.5 0
Pan fried sea bream, lemongrass and red pepper risotto cake, sweet potato broth
Salmon Ballantine, pickled cucumber, dill mayonnaise
Smoked paprika cod croquet, mango salsa, coriander yoghurt
Wild Goose fish pie with herb crumb

D E S S E RTS - £ 6
Christmas pudding with brandy sauce
Milk chocolate fruit and nut cheesecake with boozy cherry cream
Pear tart tatin with rum and raisin ice cream
Festive cheese plate

The school choir will be singing carols 5-6pm Dec 7 & 1-2pm Dec 15.
Mulled wine supplied; collection for school funds, please join us.
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Do we really need
to feed the birds?

proceeds to the Lincolnshire Wildlife
Trust. Again, people asked me to sell
them some bird food, and there I was
selling bird food without even trying.

I am often asked ‘do we really need
to feed the birds’? As someone who
sells bird food I am bound to say yes,
but I am only selling bird food because
people asked me to when they came to
see all the birds that I was feeding on
the farm. Why was I feeding so many
birds? Because they were hungry and
when you look across farmland today
you can see there really isn’t much food
available. Our harvesting operations
are far more efficient than they used to
be.

From the situation in the farmyard
it would appear that birds needed
feeding during the winter months.
Birds don’t get together to socialise;
they were simply at our farm to eat
food. These open days continued for
another 10 years at least and even
though the birds had a surplus of food
all through the winter, numbers were
still dropping off. They left our farm
in the spring - not because I stopped
feeding them, but because they needed
to return to all the various habitats
where they liked to breed or where
they were bred.

In the 1970’s I was doing bird surveys
for the Lincolnshire Bird Club and the
British Trust for Ornithology but none
of the birds I was surveying were
on Vine House Farm. So in 1982, I
decided to record the birds that were
breeding on the farm. I have done this
survey every year since, but by 1992 I
realised that there had been a big drop
in numbers - Skylarks had declined by
60% and Corn Buntings by 90% in just
10 years.
This worried me, so I started feeding
birds in the farmyard during the winter
months and I was soon feeding a lot
- up to 800, nearly all of them were
buntings and finches. All these birds
created such a spectacle that I wanted
other people to see it, so I organised
an open day for that to happen. Two
or three people asked me if I could sell
them some bird food. I hesitated, but I
did sell them some.
The next year the same spectacle
repeated itself, so I organised another
open day, and again gave all the

THE JOY OF
GARDEN BIRDS
Bird feeders can attract all types of
garden birds and provide a constant
source of pleasure for young and old
alike. As hedgerows disappear from our
rural scenery, it becomes increasingly
important that we provide food and
shelter for our native species.
During the winter, birds need the
energy that is contained in fat balls
– small birds can eat up to a third of
their body weight each day to survive
through our winter. When it freezes,
birds will look for a source of hydration
so top up your bird bath with fresh
water.
Throughout the year you will attract
a huge variety of bird life by providing
the right sort of food. Sunflower seeds,
suet products, mixed seeds, sultanas
– even live mealworms – will provide
garden birds with the sustenance that
they need.

However, there are problems out there
in the countryside as every crop gets
sprayed several times, either for weeds
(herbicides), insects (insecticides)
or diseases (fungicides). Herbicides
kill unwanted plants, and if we kill
these plants there is nowhere for the
insects to live as many insects are
plant specific, fungicides kill off foliar
diseases, which some insects live on
and insecticides kill the insects that will
be living in that field. If this happens
in nearly every field it is amazing there
are any insects at all on farmland.
I would say that mealworms are
lifesavers in many instances.
Every bird must take its young moist
food as it cannot take them water. That
moist food is unripe seeds and insects,
both of those are less plentiful than
they used to be and of course there
was a report only last week saying
that numbers of flying insects have
declined by 75% in the last 30 years,
Nesting boxes will encourage birds
to breed in your gardens. The correct
types of feeders will sustain them.
Squirrel proof feeders really do work;
crows, pigeons and other unwelcome
visitors find it difficult to feed from
them too.
If you are buying mixed seeds as bird
food, it is wise to place the feeder
on a hard surface. Some seed will
be discarded and you can find some
strange things growing if the feeder is
on the lawn or flower bed.
The colours and acrobatics of garden
birds are endlessly fascinating. Our
grandchildren love to help to fill the
feeders and watch in fascination at
the huge variety that we succeed in
attracting – finches, tits, robins, jays,
woodpeckers, starlings, blackbirds and
little Jenny Wren! We bought a book of
garden bird calls and tried it out during
the summer. To their utter joy, they
heard some of the birds respond to the
calls that we played.

we know that as our windscreens do
not get plastered with insects during
the summer now.
Studies have shown that you will rear
50% more birds in your garden by
feeding live mealworms during April,
May and June, if we want to see a
lot of birds we have to breed a lot of
birds and I get more enjoyment out of
feeding live mealworms than any other
bird food. Dried mealworms soaked in
water are no good, live mealworms is
what you need and we can send them
to you usually next day.
Tree Sparrows have always been about
in Deeping Fen, about 10 years ago I
noticed some on Vine House Farm so
I started to feed them. I also erected
nest boxes and Tree Sparrow numbers
have built up. I feed them with red
millet throughout the year and I now
have 175 nest boxes, 150 of them were
occupied in 2017 and about 1100 young
Tree Sparrows were reared. They have
had a surplus of food and that surplus
of food has increased their numbers.
We have several pairs of Barn Owls on
the farm and when there is a shortage
of voles they produce very few young
or don’t even breed but when there is
a surplus of voles they have big broods
and even a second brood, clearly food
controls their population.
From these two examples, we can
see that any animal or bird that has a
surplus of food will increase in numbers
and you only have to look at ourselves,
the human population, to realise that.
If we want to see a lot of birds, we will
have to feed the birds, feeding them all
through the year will help to increase
numbers.

I read the other day that garden birds
are evolving to make the best use of
garden feeders. Finches are growing
larger bills, the better to access the
food that is provided.
Nature can be cruel too. We often
hear the call of a buzzard and we saw
one dismembering a baby rabbit on
our lawn. Presumably it had chicks
somewhere because it flew off with the
remains of the rabbit in its talons.
I buy my bird food from Vine House
Farm. They offer free next-day delivery
and they are knowledgeable and
helpful when I have a query. Take a
look at their website which features all
kinds of feeds, nesting boxes and so
on – with some great ideas for presents
and Christmas cards. I have reprinted
an article from their founder, Nicholas
and a visit to their farm in Lincolnshire
is planned for 2018.

LocalLife

6

FOCUS ON OUTPOST PAINTBALL
A fun time in Lower Kinnerton?
Yes indeed. Jon Evans at Outpost
offers a superb facility in Moor
Lane with a firing range, World
War Two equipment, overalls,
shooters - everything you could
ask for.
The history of the site is fascinating.
An anti-aircraft battery was sited there
during World War Two. It aimed to take
out German bombers who were heading
for Shotton Steelworks. The locals also
used to light fires on Minera Mountain
to mislead the pilots and navigators.
At one time, the Ak Ak crew was led
by our future Prime Minister, Edward
Heath. Our esteemed historian, Bernard
Dennis, has a newspaper report and
photograph of the wreckage of one of
the planes that came down at nearby
Poulton. Three bodies were found in the
wreckage but there was no sign of the
fourth crew member – what happened
to him? Did he bail out and escape?
Nobody knows!
Just to add a further historical point,
the local Home Guard (Dad’s Army) was
based in the building that is now Chapel
Stores and Post Office. They drilled
there, certainly guarded the wreckage
at Poulton and probably searched for the
missing German too.

Jon Evans opened the site in 2009. He
had a major battle with the planners
before becoming fully operational in
2013. There are different areas for
war games to take place. Jon supplies
everything for as little as £17 for 200
shots.
It’s a great idea for stag and hen parties
(so long as everyone arrives sober). It is
regularly used as a venue for office and
birthday parties. Children as young as
11 are welcome. You can have the site
to yourselves if you are a group as small
as 8/10. Smaller numbers are welcome
on Saturday mornings when there
are mixed groups. Take a look at the
website or call Jon on 01244 458384
Jon has generously offered a prize of a
voucher for 10 people to readers of Local
Life. This would be sufficient for a group
to have a great time and would include
lunch.
The winner will be the person who can
make the most words out of the letters
of “Outpost Paintball”. Minimum word
length four letters, no plurals Look, paint
and ball are obvious for starters. Then
you can go for lotion, plant and so on.

Send your entry
(with contact details)
to roger.taylor@
dodlestonparishcouncil.co.uk

– closing date Christmas
Day! The winner (with
photographs and a report)
will be announced in the
next issue.

Dodleston Fireworks & Bonfire
Saturday 4th November saw the return of the Dodleston Fireworks and
Bonfire Extravaganza at Chester Lakes organised by Dodleston Parish
Council with over 2,500 attending.
The night was a great success with the fireworks proving to be a fitting spectacle
along with the massive bonfire, even the weather nearly held off for the whole night!
Following on from feedback from last year we spent time organising improved
parking and ensuring there were more attractions, food and drink outlets and this all
seemed to work far better and help everyone enjoy the night even more.
The night cannot go ahead without the help with planning, set up, marshalling on
the night and clear up the next day from numerous volunteers in our community and
this year it was great that more than ever got involved. This certainly helped when
a fair few cars had to be dragged off the parking field with a tractor, but the sight of
numerous marshalls in hi vis jackets ensured everyone saw the bright side.
So many thanks as ever to all those volunteers and to Chester Lakes for allowing
us to hold the event, Sam and Lloyd and the Chapel Stores team for selling advance
tickets and Freestyle Fireworks for providing a wonderful show.
The event made a profit of £3,000 which can be ploughed back into our fantastic and
deserving community.
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Know your Village

with Bernard Dennis
The Origins of
Penfold Way
1.

When the new housing estate in
Dodleston was constructed and
completed in the early 1980s it
was to become known as Boydell
Park but this title seems to have
vanished as time has progressed!
The developers Whelmar Ltd named all the
roads and offshoots after local, historical
figures, viz, Mallory, Egerton, Boydell and
Belgrave (the Grosvenor connection) with
Castle Way being added as it supposedly
heads towards the location of Dodleston
Castle across the fields in the grounds of
the Old Rectory. And Church Croft due to its
proximity to St Mary’s Church.
However, Penfold Way had a difficult start
in life as it was originally destined to be
Pinfold Way. The Royal Mail, in their wisdom
decided adding another ‘Pinfold’ to the list
of registered addresses in Cheshire could be
confusing for the sorting office.
In the Local Red Book of Chester there is
listed Pinfold Court and Pinfold Lane within
the city boundaries. However, the index
in the Ordnance Survey Street Atlas for

Ensuring that stray farm animals didn’t
seriously harm these crops was necessary
and therefore Pinfolds, or Pounds, were built
to effectively ‘compound’ these creatures.
Once ownership had been established, fines
were imposed on the collecting owners to
prevent such occurrences again.
The fines being collected by respective local
Parish Councils.
In fact, it was stipulated that impounding
should take place between the first day of
May and Michelmas (29 September), by
which time most of the crops would be
gathered in. This suggests that straying
livestock may not have been discouraged
during the rest of the year as their manure
would help to fertilise the open fields.

2.

Pictures:
1. Capenhurst
Pinfold
2. Great Budworth
Pinfold
3. Hoole Village
Pinfold

of June to early August; they were helping
their parents to bring in the fruits of all the
earlier hard labour. It was no mean task!

3.

Cheshire includes seven Pinfold Lanes, one
each of Pinfold Street, Penfold Close and a
Penfold Hey. There are numerous properties
with names such as Pinfold Farm and Pinfold
Cottage; so perhaps one can understand the
position taken by the Royal Mail.
Therefore Penfold Way came into being but
the history of the Pinfold is something quite
unique, although not totally to Cheshire.
When you enter Penfold Way from Church
Road, the bungalow on the left hand side,
shrouded by hedges but standing in its own
grounds is The Pinfold and built on the site
of an original structure for holding animals.
The term Pinfold derives from the Old
English pund (pound) and fuld (fold).
The Pinfold was a stone walled construction
built to contain errant or straying animals
that could possibly cause havoc to crops
required to sustain local communities in
the 18h – 20th centuries. Harvesting fully
mature crops was an essential way of life for
survival during this period, so much so that
attendance at school by minors in summer
months meant that attendances for lessons
dropped dramatically between the months

It is interesting to note that English law does
still assign a use for Pinfolds! The Animals Act
1971 states that “Where livestock belonging
to any person strays onto land in ownership
or occupation of another person, the first
person shall be strictly liable” The Highways
Act 1980 actually refers to the use of a
Pinfold or Pound.
Trying to rescue livestock from a Pinfold was
in itself a criminal offence. One such attempt
took place in 1944 and is recorded as such:
“ The Appleton Pinfold held an old woman’s
donkey in custody and as she could not
afford the fine due for its release, she bribed
two lusty men with a pint of ale apiece to lift
it bodily over the wall (of the Pinfold) during
the night”
Many Pinfolds were damaged by similar
happenings as the fines imposed could be
excessive and difficult for the owners to
afford.
The use of the Pinfold may well have
disappeared from use in rural life but the
Pound certainly lives on! As anyone who
has fallen foul of over enthusiastic parking
wardens by having their cars ‘impounded’
will testify. The vehicle only being released
upon payment of the appropriate fee!
Bernard Dennis
Chairman
Dodleston Local History Group
November 2017
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Dodleston Youth Players – 50 years of Panto
Exhibition Weekend

Mike
Salisbury reminiscing

People came from far away
as Bristol, Bath, London,
Fleetwood and Preston to visit
the exhibition put together
by Dodleston Youth Players,
celebrating 50 years of
pantomime in Dodleston Village.
It documented the history of
the group through photographs,
newspaper cuttings and
costumes. There were even
some from Aladdin, the very
first panto in 1968, amount
those on show. Youngsters
were able to dress up in
costumes and play with some
of the large props like Wishy
Washy’s mangle (Aladdin) and
the Witch’s Gingerbread house
(Hansel & Gretel). It was a
huge success.
Many people came to reminisce
about the good times they had spent
“treading the boards” and meeting up
with old friends they have not seen for
many years. We welcomed people from
every decade including many from the
early years (see photos). Some people
were able to put names to faces on
photographs which the organisers have
previously been unable to do. Others
told tales of the mishaps and mayhem
which are all part of a good pantomime.
As part of the exhibition which
fascinated everyone was the archive
list, created by Karen Welsh. It is a
comprehensive list of everyone who
has ever been in a production, the
years they were involved and what
their role was. An amazing piece of
work!!!! Thank you Karen.
There was a fabulous reunion party
on Saturday night with entertainment
provided by some of the current and
former Players and we all enjoyed
a lovely meal made by Margaret
Lloyd. Mike Salisbury, one of the
original Players, frequent actor,
producer, director and author of
16 of our pantomimes and several
plays, rolled back the years with his
hilarious memories. We were pleased
to be joined in the evening by the
daughters of the late Charlie Smith.
Charlie was the founder of Dodleston
Amateur Variety Company which
became Dodleston Youth Players.
We also remembered with fondness
Charlie’s wife Gill, who used to make
the costumes, and our old friend
Bill Hughes who was best known
as a Dame. The evening concluded
with toasts to Charlie and DYP and
the celebration cake, made by Jane

Linda and Janet Hulmston

Two young members looking through
scrapbooks of the early years

The bakers – Jane Stuttard and Sue
Gillam

Mike Salisbury and Sue
Ramsey cutting the cake
Stage managers Gordon Peterson and Roger
Higginson

Several generations enjoying
the exhibits

Chris (nee Scott) and Alan Roberts with
Yvonne Ankers (nee Porter) centre

Stuttard, was cut by Mike Salisbury
and Sue Ramsey, the current director of
the group, who has been involved with
them since 1990.
The young people celebrated in their
own way on the Sunday with a party,
which included delicious fairy cakes
made by Sue Gillam.
Everyone appreciated the amount
of work which has been put into the
weekend, particularly by Elaine Porter,
our Wardrobe Mistress, who, among
other things, set up and monitored
the media pages and Karen Welsh
whose photographic record of the last
20 years was invaluable. Players are
also indebted to all others who loaned
precious photo albums and scrapbooks.
There would not have been such a
comprehensive record created without
them.
One of the former Players who spend a
long time in the exhibition was also at
the party, where she met old friends,
summed the whole experience up as
follows:
“It’s brought a lump to my throat, a
tear to my eye and cheer to my heart”.
Rehearsals are now underway for the
Jubilee pantomime. ‘The pantomime
adventures of Robin Hood’ by Bradford
and Webster. It is exciting that we
have a wonderful continuity with the
beginnings of the group in that our

Andrew Herbert, a former accompanist,
studying Karen’s list

Mike Salisbury studying the
photos of the early years

principle boy for this special panto is
Sarah Hulmston, granddaughter of
John Hulmston, one of the original
members of DAVCo.
Robin Hood will be performed in the
Village Hall on February 15-17, 2018.
Do put the date in your diary so you
don’t miss out.
If you have ever been part of DYP
in any capacity, and you have not
already done so, please go online and
complete our survey at https://www.
surveymonkey.com/r/Q9YMLSX
We are actively looking for someone
to take over the publicity side of our
group. We are also hoping to produce
a souvenir programme this year and
would appreciate some help with that
too.
If you, or you and a friend feel either job
is something you could help us with,
please get in touch with Karen.
Looking forward to seeing you all in
February.
Contact Details- Karen Welsh,
Secretary 8 Egerton Walk – 660672,
dodlestonyouthplayers@gmail.com,
fb – Dodleston Youth Players Golden
Jubilee
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Caption: The Dix boys! – Jethro,
Laurie & Mike

The Clayton sisters

Sisters Judith and Pam (nee Lloyd)
putting names to faces in one of the
earliest photos

The first panto

DODLESTON YOUTH PLAYERS
1963-1973

Emily Phillips with one
of the costumes she
wore

Heather Dalzell who is the pianist in
the photo she is holding

The above Company was formed early in 1963 as a
Variety Company giving shows in aid of various charities
and providing entertainment for hospital patients, the
Company was given the name “Dodleston Amateur
Variety Company” and continued under the same name for
seven years.
In the early days, dancing instruction was given by Mrs.G. Davies
followed by Mrs Lila Harris. After five years of variety shows it was
decided to present our first pantomime, by this time the Company had
grown to about forty members. On commencement of rehearsals for our
pantomime “Aladdin” Mrs. Harris was unable to continue as dancing
instructor, owing to other commitments, and one of the pupils, Anne
Snell (later to become Mrs. Anne Wilde) took over as choreographer at
the same time as Michael Salisbury became Stage Director,
Over the years we have been invited to perform at many Halls in
Cheshire, Denbighshire and Flintshire giving over 100 performances and
helping financially many charitable organisations.

Elaine Porter and Karen Welsh
Julie Lawrence, Princess
Baldroubador in the first
Aladdin, with her picture
in 1968

John Stuttard and Peter Hulmston who
have found a photograph of themselves
from the 80’s

This year, our 10th Anniversary, we have pleasure in presenting “Jack
and the Beanstalk” written by Michael Salisbury and directed by Keith
Wilde who is our musical director.
A special mention must be made of our young artistes (dancers and
actors) who, for six months every year, rehearse for this night to give
you pleasure and entertainment and also the dedicated people who
design and make costumes, paint the scenery and construct the various
props and sets required.
On behalf of the whole Company, I hope you enjoy yourselves and trust
that we will see you again next year.
CHARLES SMITH (Producer)

‘You can teach an old farmer new tricks’
Getting the cows pregnant
is one of the most
important issues for a
farmer, if the cows don’t
have a calf they won’t
produce milk.

cow which helps too, but there
is always room for improvement
on picking up on the subtle
signs of bulling. With this in
mind, Nick went to visit a bovine
reproduction specialist. - another
farmer!!

The things that helps fertility most
is good nutrition, the cows have a
computer planned daily diet which
has to be followed in great detail.
If the nutrition is correct the next
important thing is noticing when
the cow is fertile and ready for
service!

He milks 750 cows and gets
amazing fertility results, basically
for 2 hours every day he stands
in the milking shed and watches
the cows for any possible hint of
bulling. These include; the way
they look at you, the amount
they walk around, sniffing the
other animals and his advice was
to serve the cow if any of these
are happening. There are other
signs but I felt these weren’t
appropriate for printing...

This in farmer speak is known as
when the cow is bulling. One cow
jumping on another cows back is
the most obvious sign and we also
have activity monitors on each

Since then, I have been following his advice and
results have improved dramatically and with less
vet intervention.
It just goes to show, that with all ladies, you just
need to give them more attention.

LocalLife
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Dodleston
Village
Foundation
Comedy Night 2017
On Saturday 14th October the Village Hall hosted the 7th
Comedy Night proving once again to be a fantastic evening of
entertainment. Steve Graham again managed to secure the
services of Tony Vino to compere and this time the comedy
turns included Daliso Chapondo fresh from doing quite well
on ‘Britain’s Got Talent’ and the equally funny man Jack
Campbell from another village in Cambridgeshire. A sell
out apart from a small area of floor near the front that Tony
Vino thought was wasted space. Food was served at the
beginning of the evening and a great evening was had by all.

Autumn Show 2017, Sunday 10th September
The Dodleston WI led the organisation of another fine
Autumn Show at the Village Hall with support from the DVF
and closing auction of produce by Liz Shanklin. As usual
there was an impressive set of entries in all classes. The
various evidence of talent and green fingers were rewarded
with individual prizes but the overall winner was Lynn Mayo.

Everybody
welcome

DVF 100 Club

The big £100 prize draw for December will be held at the DVF
committee meetingEverybody
in December.
We hope
Reminders for the annual £12 subscription renewal for those
welcome
paying by cheque will
be posted through letterboxes in see you a
January. Anybody else wanting to join the DVF 100 Club
the tree
then please contact Stephen Bowden on 660499.

We hope to
see you at
the tree
outside the
church

Dodleston Christmas Tree
Lighting 2017
Everybody
welcome

We hope to
see you at
the tree
outside the
church

outside th
church

Saturday 9th December
5.30pm
Christmas Carols and
Mince Pies
This event has been organised for the community by

This event has been organised for the community by

Dodleston & District WI

Dodleston & District WI

LocalLife
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- Your Festive Menu

Contains alcohol. *Contains peanuts and/or tree nuts. (V) = made
with vegetarian ingredients, however some of our preparation and
cooking methods coutd affect this, if you require more information,
please ask your server. Some of our fish dishes may contain small
bones. All our food is prepared in a kitchen where nuts, cereals
containing gluten, and other allergens are present and our menu
descriptions do not include all ingredients. If you have a food
allergy or intolerance, confirmation of our full allergen information
will be available from early November to allow you to confirm your
booking. The allergen information is, to the best of our knowledge,
correct. however is subject to change between the time of advance
booking and the time of dining. Please ask to see the allergen guide
nt the time of your visit to check if there have been any changes
that may affect you. All prices include VAT al current rate.
Christmas set menus are not available in conjunction with the
Gourmet Society card or any promotional activity.
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Dodleston CE Primary School

You may have noticed a colourful addition to our school playground last summer – our Dodleston
school garden. It has added such interest and life to our playground and the children love it; they
love playing in that area or they sit and chat. The Gardening Club enjoy looking after the plants
and flowers which they do so well under the watchful eye of Mrs. Rich.
You may not have seen our new Reception Outdoor Area as that
is around the back of the building. It is a requirement that all
Reception classes have an outside learning area to explore and learn
in and it has to be available to them at all times during the school
day. The Reception children are hardly ever inside these days! It
is such a joy to watch them grow and learn in such an exciting and
stimulating area.

Before

After

The older children have been round and about last term. Class 2
went off to explore Celtic life in Park Hall Farm and will be marching
around Chester with a Roman soldier shortly (look out for them
when shopping!) Class 3 went to Rhyl Aquarium for a sleepover
with the fishes. They were so lucky with the weather too – they
were able to have a sandcastle competition and eat fish and chips
by the sea!

We have a fabulous choir who are
rehearsing for a performance in the
Storyhouse Theatre in March 2018. We
are part of a project called ‘AmaSing –
Voices in Harmony’ which involves over
30 schools. It promises to be a great
concert – tickets can be bought from
the Storyhouse Theatre ticket office if
you wish to come along to see us. The
project runs over 3 days and our slot is
on Monday 12th March. We are also
booked to sing at the British Heart
Foundation Concert on 25th November
and St. Mary’s Church coffee morning
on Wednesday 6th December if you
would like to catch us at a more local
venue. You may even catch us at Wild
Goose or Cheshire Oaks – details to be
confirmed.
Christmas preparations have begun in
school with the learning of scripts and
songs for this year’s performance – ‘The
Match Girl’s Christmas’. It’s quite a
sad story but it has a happy ending.
There will also be the usual Christmas
Dinners, Christmas Parties, Christmas
Fair (Friday 1st December – 3.30pm at
Village Hall – all welcome) amongst
other festivities to look forward to and,
being a church school, the children
will learn about the real meaning of
Christmas and how the birth of Jesus
gives us all hope and love that can be
shared throughout the whole year, not
just on Christmas day.

From all of us to all of you, may we wish you a
joyous, peaceful Christmas and New Year.

LocalLife
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Local Heroes...

Events at St Mary’s
Church, Dodleston

Toddlers
and Babies
playgroup:
Dodleston Toddlers and Babies
playgroup meets every Thursday
during term time from 1011.30am. Free play, craft activity,
refreshments and singalong all for
£3 per child plus £1 per additional
child. Christmas party with special
visitor coming at the end of this
term! All welcome - just turn up!
Follow us on Facebook. More info,
contact Helen Longmuir 07951
880702

Dangerous
Parking
Residents I would like to urge you to
please be courteous and considerate
when dropping/collecting your children
off at the village school. There have
been numerous complaints of drivers
parking inconsiderately, stopping
on zig-zags, blocking roads and
pavements and such like. To date it is
extremely fortunate that no-one has
been seriously injured (or worse) as a
direct result of such bad parking but
the potential for such an occurrence is
ever present.

1st Sunday of the month:
11.00am Morning Worship
4.00pm Holy Communion (Note new time for this Service)
Sundays following:
11.00am Holy Communion
4.00pm Evensong (BCP) (Note new time for this Service)

Coffee Morning:
The first Wednesday of the month. 10.30am – 12noon.

Crafty Creations:
Second Monday of each Month – 10.00am-12noon. Please come along to St Mary’s if
you would like to know more about the exciting project we are working on.
*********************************************************************

Events and Services:
Sunday 12th November – Remembrance Sunday – 10.50am (note change of time)
Friday 22nd December - Lessons and Carols 7.30pm
Sunday 24th December – Midnight Communion at 11.00pm
Sunday 25th December – Holy Communion at 11.00am
St Mary’s Church supports the West Cheshire Food Bank – any donations can be
brought to church.

Under no circumstances should
vehicles stop or park on the yellow
school "keep clear" markings on a
pedestrian crossing or where they
would interfere with a school crossing
patrol. This is not acceptable and will
be dealt with by means of a Fixed
Penalty Notice should it continue.

Autumn Crocombe PCSO

New Owls
for Old

The autumn term has seen changes at
Dodleston Brownies. Janet Butler has
stepped into the guise of Great Grey
Owl, assistant guider, after 23 years of
leading the village pack.
The new Brown Owl is Beth Daniels
who has been Tawny Owl for nearly
9 years. Other assistants are Snowy
Owl Mel Hughes and Little Owl Roisin
Metherall. All achieved with the
minimum of ruffled feathers and the full
support of all the girls in the Brownie
Pack.

LocalLife
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Local News And Events
Our local restaurants are planning
some splendid Christmas events:
THE WILD GOOSE has Christmas Party Nights on December
1st (popular duo Kevin & Arthur will be performing);
December 8th (Rock’n’Roll Night); December 15th (Kevin &
Arthur again); December 22nd (Motown). You can view their
festive menus on Page 4. They are closed on Christmas Day,
Boxing Day, January 1st & 2nd. Christmas Eve & New Year’s
Eve they are open 12 till 3pm. On Sundays, you will be able
to choose from Roast Beef & Turkey. They will still be offering
their Early Bird Menu until November 29th – 3 courses and a
glass of wine for £15.
THE RED LION also has a fabulous programme planned.
Unfortunately, the Christmas Quiz on December 12th is
already fully booked. Their festive menus (see page 11) are
available from November 16th to December 30th. The Singing
Nun (aka Stevie G – don’t ask me!) will provide music with
audience participation on December 23rd. They’re open on
Christmas Day which is already heavily booked. There is
more availability on Boxing Day when they are also open. On
New Year’s Eve, there is food and a late bar – plenty of music
and fun.

Dates for your Diary. Red Lion will be closed for
refurbishment from January 22nd to 26th – for redecoration,
new carpets and curtains and a minor internal refit. When
they reopen you can expect to find a dog-friendly area (see
below you dog walkers) and – a very exciting addition – the
History Board should be unveiled (the brainchild of our
esteemed historian, Bernard Dennis).
Dog Walkers’ Alert. We live in a glorious area but it is
impossible to walk anything but a tiny dog on the public
footpaths because there is no means of getting larger dogs
over the stiles. Local farmers understandably become
annoyed when dogs are allowed to roam free because
their faeces can be so toxic. The Parish Council is currently
researching options of dog-friendly stiles. More to be
announced.
Dog Poo and Cattle. Dogs have to do their business but it
can lead to problems for farmers. Their faeces pose a serious
risk to livestock and cost the average herd £3000 a year. Dogs
walking on farmland can become infected with Neospora.
Their faeces can take up to twelve months to break down but
the eggs can be consumed by cattle. A recent report stated
that Neospora is the most commonly diagnosed cause of
spontaneous abortion in cattle. The disease can also lead to
reduced milk yield and poor fertility. So, dog walkers, PICK UP
YOUR POO!

More dates for your diary ….
Village Hall Concert – Saturday 25th November @ 7.30pm
– in aid of the British Heart Foundation – see the advert on
page 3.
Great Tree Planting – Sunday 26th November – Midday to
3pm – come along an sponsor a tree – a permanent memorial
to grow your community and environment.

James’ Gardens
Professional Garden Maintenance

James Hull
t: 07889 020444
e: jamesgardens1@gmail.com
www.jgardens.co.uk

FOCUS ON
JAMES’
GARDENS
James Hull is a gardener and landscaper who qualified
through the Royal Horticultural Society (RHS) training
scheme. He also has a degree in photography so you
can be confident that he will be able to help you to
make the best of your garden.
Whilst working in London, James created James’
School Gardens and worked with many schools in East
London. His mission was accomplished – to educate
children on growing and maintaining plants, trees and
vegetables and the joy that they can bring.
He was also involved with the Trust for Conservation
Volunteers (TCV) and was a project leader in Essex.
He established his business in this area in 2011
– working for private and commercial clients. His
speciality is to create a maintenance scheme for your
garden. This can involve regular visits or one-off visits
to do the boring stuff: weeding or leaf collection, for
example.
He will:
• Re-shape and cut hedges.
• Provide lawn care.
• Assess soil conditions and redesign planting.
• Carry out tree surgery and pruning.
• Bring the best out of your garden, however big or
small it may be.

Remember, advertising revenue helps to
reduce the burden of Local Life printing
costs on Parish Council funds. James’
contact details are in his advert – and his
website. Give him a go!
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INDEPENDENT	
  FINANCIAL	
  ADVICE	
  
YOU	
  CAN	
  TRUST	
  

	
  
	
  
	
  

	
  
	
  

What	
  does	
  it	
  mean	
  to	
  be	
  Chartered	
  and	
  Independent?	
  
Independent	
  means	
  that	
  we	
  are	
  not	
  tied	
  to	
  any	
  providers	
  and	
  can	
  recommend	
  financial	
  
solutions	
  from	
  the	
  whole	
  of	
  the	
  market.	
  
Being	
  recognised	
  as	
  a	
  firm	
  of	
  Chartered	
  Financial	
  Planners	
  means	
  we	
  have	
  been	
  shown	
  to	
  
be	
  adhering	
  to	
  the	
  highest	
  standards	
  of	
  ethical,	
  quality,	
  tailored	
  financial	
  advice	
  that	
  you	
  
can	
  trust	
  and	
  that	
  we	
  invest	
  in	
  professional	
  development	
  and	
  skills.	
  

What	
  can	
  we	
  do	
  for	
  you?	
  
•	
  Tidy	
  up	
  your	
  pensions	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  •	
  Fix	
  your	
  mortgage	
  rate	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  
•	
  Help	
  release	
  equity	
  from	
  your	
  home	
  
•	
  Protect	
  your	
  family	
  or	
  your	
  business	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  
•	
  Use	
  your	
  ISA	
  allowances	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  •	
  Review	
  your	
  Retirement	
  Options	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  
•	
  Help	
  you	
  get	
  up	
  to	
  4%	
  income	
  from	
  Savings	
  or	
  Investments	
  
•	
  Auto	
  Enrolment	
  &	
  Workplace	
  Pensions	
  
•	
  Review	
  Investments	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  •	
  Release	
  money	
  from	
  Pensions	
  
	
  

ARRANGE	
  YOUR	
  FREE	
  CONSULTATION	
  
MEETING	
  TODAY!	
  
	
  

Tel:	
  01244	
  539	
  595	
  	
  	
  E-‐mail:	
  info@cambifa.co.uk	
  
Web:	
  www.cambrian-‐associates.co.uk	
  
	
  
Come	
  to	
  our	
  offices	
  at	
  St.	
  David’s	
  Park	
  or	
  we	
  can	
  visit	
  you	
  at	
  home!	
  
Cambrian	
  House,	
  St.	
  David’s	
  Park,	
  Hawarden,	
  CH5	
  3XA	
  
	
  
©	
  Cambrian	
  Chartered	
  Financial	
  Planners	
  (a	
  trading	
  name	
  of	
  Cambrian	
  Associates	
  Limited)	
  is	
  authorised	
  &	
  
regulated	
  by	
  the	
  Financial	
  Conduct	
  Authority	
  (FCA	
  158976)	
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