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Message from the Editor

Welcome to your
Autumn 2016 Local Life
historian, pre-school, Mothers &
Toddlers, WI, Cricket, Homewatch,
Brownies, Dodleston Players…..not
to mention the contributions from
the likes of Lloyd and Sam from
Chapel Stores. All of these
and more have contributed for
this issue.

Roger Taylor
- Editor

Hello Everyone
Joining the Parish Council
became a goal as I watched all
the outstanding work they did –
Sports Field, Pavilion, this
magazine, Bonfire Night etc.
Now I’m temporary Editor, I’m more
aware of the efforts of so many
more dedicated and selfless people
– Dodleston Village Foundation,
Church, School, our esteemed

We reach every home in the Parish
and I’d like to hear more from you
with any news of local happenings
– Births, Marriages, Deaths,
Adventures and Experiences…..
share them with the community via
“Local Life”. My email and contact
number are on the back page.
I’d also like to “beef up” the
advertising revenue by creating
a local directory in the magazine.
The cost will be very small so

electricians, joiners, personal
trainers, landscapers, driving
instructors and so on, I’d love to
hear from you over the coming
weeks - so that the directory
can appear in our next issue in
December and future issues.
It has been a steep learning
experience for me but I’m still
hugely impressed with the number
of people who so willingly give their
time to help to make Dodleston
Parish such a great place to live,
Best Regards,
Councillor Roger Taylor
Temporary Editor
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Dodleston & District Parish Council

Sports Pavilion
Opens
The Parish Council are pleased to report that
works on our Sports Pavilion are now complete
and as you can see from the picture on the
front cover it certainly is a sight to behold.
The addition of the facility to the Sports Field provides two
changing rooms, two toilets, a communal area with a small
kitchen, a store room and as can be seen from the picture a
lovely veranda to shelter from the sun or even the rain!
Over the summer we have hosted numerous cricket matches
for Dodleston Cricket Club and also various teams from
Chester Boughton Hall including junior and ladies games.
Anyone is welcome to watch these games and it was clear
many did and on many occasions created a great British
atmosphere...
We fully expect the next cricket season really to take effect
with at least four matches being played weekly throughout
the season.
As well as cricket we can also confirm that Dodleston Junior
Football has commenced Sunday training sessions and will
shortly be looking to arrange some friendly games on the
junior football pitch.
The summer has seen many people from different age ranges
using the field for various activities - including impromptu
football matches, dog walking, drone flying, jogging and
cricket practice.

Another worthy note is that Dodleston Primary School will
now be using the field for all sports lessons and can now host
competitive football games on the full size junior pitch.
Many members of the community not directly involved with
the Parish Council or Cricket Club have been a great help in
helping us complete the pavilion project, but special mention
needs to go out to Phil (Mac) Mc Cready, Dave Jenkins, John
Seager and Joshua Buchanan.
Going forward in the short term we are looking to get some
outdoor gym equipment installed and some more planting to
soften the whole area and In particular the pond.
The Parish Council was awarded a grant of £13,500 from
funding body WREN through its FCC Community Action
Fund.
WREN is a not-for-profit business that awards grants for
community projects from funds donated by FCC
Environment through the Landfill Communities Fund.
The grant we received from WREN allowed us to complete
the internal fit out of the pavilion including the installation
of cloakroom facilities, flooring, electrics, partitioning and
toilets, plumbing and kitchen area, internal walls, doors and
decoration.
The Parish Council would like to thank Richard Smith from
WREN for his help and guidance in supporting our successful
grant application.”
We hope you enjoy the field!
Paul Buchanan

diary dates
Autumn Lecture

Dodleston Local History Group Autumn Lecture will take place on
Wednesday 26 October 2016 and will be held in the Village Hall,
Dodleston starting at 7.30 pm.
The subject is “The Story of The Llangollen Railway” and the speaker
is Mr Bill Shakespeare. He was the first Chairman and opened the gates
in 1976. He was Chairman for over 20 years.
Entry £3.00 (children free) and refreshments will be available.

Fireworks are back Saturday
November 5th, tell everyone!

We are pleased to confirm that following the
fantastic success of last year the annual Dodleston
Parish Council Fireworks and Bonfire Extravaganza
returns again on Saturday 5th November at
Chester Lakes.
Watch out for the signs for more details.
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Know your Village

with Bernard Dennis
The Story of our Salt and Pepper Pots!
Concrete Stave Silos are constructed from
small pre-cast concrete blocks. Each block
is about 25 cms wide x 76 cms high and 8
cms thick and have ridged grooves along the
edge that locks them together into a high
strength shell. Concrete is much stronger in
compression than tension, so the silo tower
is reinforced with steel hoops, or wire bands,
encircling the structure at pre-determined
intervals.
The static pressure of the silage inside the
silo pressing outward on the staves increases
towards the bottom. As will be seen on
the Moat Farm silo towers, the steel hoops
are spaced wider apart near the top but
progressively more closely spaced together
nearer the bottom. This is to prevent the
seams of the concrete blocks from opening
and the contents leaking out.

The Silo Towers at Malt Farm

Like many things in life, the obvious
can stare you in the face yet the
reality passes you by: to quote
Shakespeare’s Hamlet “Be thou
familiar, but by no means vulgar”.
An extension on this is that everyday objects,
be they vulgar or just familiar and plain
ordinary, are most likely to be taken for
granted. How many residents of Dodleston,
those visiting or just passing through the
village have ever thought to consider the
origins of the two large silo towers at Moat
Farm in Pulford Lane?
Commonly known locally as the Salt &
Pepper Pots, they featured as such on the
cover of the recent re-print of the thirtieth
anniversary Cookery Book produced by
Dodleston & District WI; the cover being
designed by Abigail Gifford, a pupil at
Dodleston C of E Primary School.

The two silo towers have been in existence
since 1974 and were installed at Moat Farm
to hold cut grass for silage used to feed
cattle. The correct technical name for them
is Concrete Stave Silos. These towers are
24.40 meters (80 feet) tall and 6.10 meters (20
feet) in diameter. Each will hold around 200
tonnes of grass silage as a winter feed, but
are no longer used.
The towers were de-commissioned in 1985 as
they became uneconomical for the storage of
grass silage. With the falling market price of
milk and the ever increasing cost of energy,
new ‘clamp’ silos for grass silage were built
adjacent to the towers. It takes one day to fill
a ‘clamp’ silo whereas three days were needed
to fill a ‘Stave’ silo. The energy, mainly electric
powered blowers to ‘blow’ the cut grass
to the top of the silo was making their use
expensive and therefore not viable compared
to more conventional methods of tractors to
fill ‘clamp’ silos.

The bright shiny domes of the towers are
technically referred to as Hemisperical, ie, half
globe size. Economical in design, practical
and easy to install, the shiny dome acts as a
landmark when the sun shines and can be
seen for miles around Dodleston. Liverpool
Flying Club use the domes as a landmark for
training flights and that’s one reason why
so many light aircraft can be seen circling
Dodleston when the weather permits.

The origin of the word
‘silo’ comes from the
Greek ‘Siros’ meaning ‘pit
for holding grain’ and
throughout history silos
have been used by many
cultures around the world
for this purpose.
In more recent times, silos have come to
have an alternative meaning and use as
underground storage for missiles but, have
no fear, the landmark silos of Dodleston
aren’t a target for unfriendly fire; at least I
hope not!
Bernard Dennis
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Events at St Mary’s Church, Dodleston
Dear Friends

I

do hope those who were able to come were
reminded as I was, when we had our Old Village
Christmas Carol service as we sang carols round
the tree in the open air by torchlight, of the ancient
relationship of the village with its church. Each
supporting the other down the centuries whether by
tithes or by the ministry and love offered at times of
birth, marriage and death. It seems strange in some
ways to think of how that still goes on -.the ministry
of loving service. I also wondered how many people
in the village realise that in order for the church to
maintain its tradition of loving service to the village
our small number of people have to raise over £40,000
ANNUALLY. This is mostly done by free gifting of
money by generous hearted people who have the
continued presence of the churches in the villages of
Dodleston and Lower Kinnerton and of course Higher
Kinnerton at their hearts. We are all one parish not two
or three but one parish with two churches it is still a
struggle to make this great sum of money.
Any fees charged as we must do go to Diocese mostly
with a small fee to parish. This 40 odd thousand
pounds known as 'Parish Share’ is the cost of
maintaining a part time priest (no! I get less than a
quarter of that!) but also helps other parishes who are
financially less well off around the Diocese of Chester it takes Christian principle of sharing seriously.
That amount does not include insurance and
maintenance of our old buildings etc. There is no
central funding goes on at all from the wider Church
of England to parishes. It is we who support the
whole (well, all parishes do, not just us!).

Thank you to all those businesses or institutions or
individuals and groups who do contribute in any way
through the year to St Mary's Church; either financially
or helping practically as many do; giving time and skills
and gifts, and making things available.
It is possible to make contributions that can be gift
aided if you are a UK taxpayer.
More importantly we are about people...
we love to meet new people.
Church; Church School and Village;
three enduring strands of traditional village life.
I can't picture this community without any of them...
the church prays regularly for and with the school and
for and with the village.. will you pray for God's church
here in our villages as we pray for you? Thank you
Hazel

Your Church Diary.

Services

1st Sunday of the month:
11.00am Morning Worship
6.30pm Holy Communion
Sundays following:
11.00am Holy Communion
6.30pm Evensong (BCP)
Coffee Morning:
The first Wednesday of the month, 10:30am - 12 noon, at the
church Please join us for a coffee and a catch-up with friends
and neighbours at the monthly Church Coffee Mornings.
During the Coffee Morning on the 7th September, the local
Police will be giving a talk on how to ‘stay safe’ and tips for
when we are out shopping. On the 5th October, Dodleston
school choir will be joining us to sing Harvest songs. And on
7th December Dodleston school choir will again be with us,
to sing Christmas Carols and festive songs.
Forthcoming dates are 7th September, 5th October, 2nd
November, 7th December, 2016, 3rd January 2017 and
1st February, 2017. Please come to any or all of the Coffee
Mornings, everyone is most welcome.

Events and Services:

Thursday 22nd September – Harvest Cheese & Wine –
7.30pm

Sunday 25th September – Harvest Service at 11.00am
Sunday 2nd October – Parish BBQ at Chester Lakes.
St Mary’s will be organizing the raffle and prizes, whilst
All Saints, Higher Kinnerton will be providing the food.
Tickets for the BBQ and raffle are available from any
committee member at St Mary’s and All Saints.
Saturday 5th November – Crafty Creations will be a
holding a Craft and Gift Fair in the Village Hall, comprising
ornamental clocks, jewellery, ribbons & bows, Christmas
decorations and much more. On display will be the ‘village
patchwork’ which members have been working on. Please
come along to support the group and all the stall holders.
Proceeds will be given to various charities.
Sunday 13th November – Remembrance Service at
10.50am (please note change of service time to accommodate
the one-minute silence at 11.00am).
2nd/3rd/4th December – Christmas Tree Festival
There will be a service of readings and carols but no date has
been confirmed yet – details will be on posters and in the
church magazine nearer the time.
Saturday 24th December – Midnight Communion at
11.00pm
Sunday 25th December – Holy Communion at 11.00am
Please watch out for posters giving more details about
these various events which will be on the notice boards in
the village.
St Mary’s Church supports the West Cheshire Food Bank
- any donations can be brought to the church.
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School Age News
Good Bye and
Thank You
Becky from

On the last meeting of the summer
term, Dodleston Brownies and
Guides said a sad farewell to Guide
Leader Becky Smith who is moving
to Dorset to continue her teaching
career. The girls of Dodleston have
so much to thank her for. Although
the Brownie Pack opened in 1989,
it took until 2010 to find someone
willing to run a Guide unit in the
village, thus providing an obvious
continuity for Brownies of 10 and 11
years of age.
In these recent years Guides have
enjoyed a variety of challenges and
adventures, from First Aid qualifications
to fundraising for Hearing Dogs for
the Deaf; from camping trips to water
sports, and from arts, crafts and beauty
treatments to outdoor cooking. It has
been such a pleasure to watch our older
Brownies inspired by the programme
offered by the Guides and so keen to ‘fly
up’ and join them.
We wish Becky a happy and successful
move south, and are confident that the
Guide unit will continue to flourish with
leaders Beth Daniels and Mel Hughes,
assisted by Kaleigh Pearson.
Both Brownies and Guides would be
happy to welcome new leader enquiries
from local women with a sense of fun
and a taste for trying something new.
Meanwhile the Brownies have had
a busy summer following their very
exciting weekend with Welsh Dragons
in Powys. We have had a visit from PC
Sally Malone, have completed Crime
Prevention Badge, and we held a
football-themed party to welcome in the
summer holidays.

Mothers & Toddlers

Dodleston Baby and Toddler Play Group meets every Thursday
morning during term time in the village hall, 10-11.30. Free play,
arts and crafts, music and singing, snacks and refreshments.
Come and meet other parents and grandparents for a chat and
a cuppa! Only £2 per session (plus £1 for additional children).
Follow us on our Facebook page.
For more information, contact Helen on 07951 880702
or just turn up!

Dodleston Primary

Summer term is such a good time for outdoor activities and
we made the most of this with our annual Dodleston Dawdle in
June and our fabulous Sports Day in July. Both were wonderful
opportunities for us to enjoy time together as a school family
in the great outdoors. It is such a pleasure watching our older
children helping the little ones over stiles and through muddy
puddles and how they all support each other on Sports Day.
These relationships are what make our school so special.
We had a great party for the Queen’s birthday in school. The weather wasn’t too
kind so we weren’t able to have our party and games outside which was a shame.
However, the children were delighted as they were able to stay inside and watch
England play football on the TV so it all worked out in the end!
After a lovely long summer break we are all back at school refreshed and looking
forward to another exciting year in school. We are delighted to welcome Mrs. Cathy
Batchelor to our Dodleston School team who will be teaching Year 6 children in the
mornings. It is always a joy to welcome our new Reception children and this year
we have 17 of them. They are delightful and have settled so well.

New adventures beckon for our next
term starting on September 12th.

In October we will be celebrating Harvest and again this year we will be supporting
‘Save the Family’. This is a Chester based charity that supports local families in
crisis. I feel that Harvest reflects real Christian values more than any other in as
much as, apart from thanking God for our farmers and food, we share what we have
expecting nothing in return. Our families are always so generous which makes our
Harvest celebrations even more touching.

Janet Butler - Brown Owl
01244 676544

Of course, as the term progresses, we will begin thinking about Christmas – but not
quite yet!
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Dodleston & District WI

It’s all go at the Dodleston & District WI...
Since last writing Dodleston & District WI has enjoyed a full programme of events including
a trip to the Riverside Museum. There are lots of interesting curiosities at the museum
from the world of medicine, nursing, midwifery and social care, it really is a hidden gem in
Chester and we would recommend a visit.
https://www.chester.ac.uk/health/riverside-museum.

Our Cricket Evening at the new facilities in May was a great success

We have also had a
go at chalk painting
with Lucy from ‘The
Palace Darling’ in
Handbridge and even
made a new book
case for swapping
books and magazines
which is now sited
on the balcony in the
village hall, it is not
just for WI members
to please feel free to
make a swap when
you are next there.
Belly Dancing was the
theme in April, and in May
we debated this year’s
resolutions which were
around care for people with
dementia in hospital and
supermarket food waste.
Later in May we made

use of Dodleston’s new
facilities and tried our hand
at Cricket, it was a super
evening, something we
would like to do more of if
only we had the time for all
these pursuits!
In June we had a last
minute change of plan and
tried our hand at wet felting
making some lovely bright
flowers and in July we were
pleased to welcome Bernard
Denis to give a talk on the
history on the long bow and
we all had a go (See pics!).
So whatever next?!
A talk on Swaziland,
Edible flowers, Christmas
meats, more craft, dancing
(Bollywood style), Chester
Civil war tour, crown green
bowls, local food and more
to come for the rest of this
year and into 2017.

Fancy coming along? Everybody is welcome you
don’t need to be invited. We meet on the 2nd
Thursday of the month generally at Dodleston Village
Hall, 8:30pm or get in touch dodlestonwi@yahoo.co.uk
or join our Facebook page Dodleston & District WI, or
follow us on twitter @dodlestonWI.

All of a quiver! Our Long Bow lecture with Bernard Denis
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Dodleston & District Parish Council

Saturday 15th October on the
DVF Playing Field
10.00AM – 2.00PM

Do you have apples and are not sure what to do with them?
PRESS YOUR OWN APPLES FREE OF CHARGE OR USE DONATED APPLES FOR A SMALL DONATION.
(ALL PROCEEDS TO DODLESTON WI)

B

ring your apples, and containers to take away your juice (a carrier bag
full of apples produces around 3-4 litres of fresh juice), and we provide
the rest.

DODLESTON & DISTRICT WI

We will have tables, chopping mats and knives, a hand operated apple
crusher and our apple press available for you to use and produce your juice.
Even cookers when pressed into juice taste delicious...
And if you don’t want to drink your juice straight away, you can either
freeze it (using plastic milk cartons) or turn it into cider which will be ready
around Christmas time!

• With thanks to Dodleston Village Foundation for use of the field
• Apple Press Donated by Transition Chester. Thanks to them!
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Expedition
Swaziland!
From 7th to 31st July 2016 I
completed a three and half week
expedition to Swaziland. This
expedition was a once in a lifetime
experience, which I will cherish
always and if it weren’t for the
generosity of the Dodleston Parish
Council, who contributed to the
funding of my expedition, it would
not have been possible.

Swaziland is a small country, which borders
South Africa and Mozambique, and a little
fact about it is that it is the only absolute
monarchy left in Africa. It is also the same
size as Wales! So, why Swaziland? My school,
Abbey Gate College, has a partnership with
the impoverished Mlindzini highschool
which is the southern region of the country
in the high fells. The expedition consisted
of an 18 month fundraising period, to raise
money for our trip which cost £3,200 per
person. However, it was all worth it in the
end.
Throughout the three and a half weeks
spent in the country I made memories and
friendships I will remember and cherish
always.
We undertook a project at Mlindzini high
school, which involved the building of
a brand new kitchen, which we paid for
and built ourselves, with the help of local
builders and parents from the school. Whilst
we were at the school, we had to collect
our own water from a nearby well, as the
country is being drastically affected by a
drought and we did not want to affect the
school’s own water supplies. The kitchen is
of vital importance to the pupils at Mlindzini
high school, as, for some children, it is
their only meal they will get in a day. So,
when the cook is ill from breathing in the
thick, foul smoke, the children are badly
affected by her absence. I was also given
the opportunity to teach the entire high
school a life skills lesson. This life skills lesson
evolved into a sex education lesson, which is
of paramount importance to these children

Baby Rhino at Mbuluzi game reserve

at the school as Swaziland has the highest
rates of HIV and AIDs in the world, therefore
children have to know and be aware of the
problems and causes of this disease. I made
friends for life, most especially with a girl
called Happines Hlastwako, whom I am still
keeping in contact with through letters. The
people in the local Mlindzini area astounded
us with their friendliness and generosity,
and I am sure I speak for all of my team
when I say we will never forget the beautiful
people we met and the beautiful places we
saw during our time in the country.
The second part of our expedition was
a conservation project at Mbuluzi game
reserve, near the border to Mozambique.
This consisted of the team building large
bird boxes for an endangered African
bird, called the ground horn bill, which
due to its mating patterns, has reduced in
numbers dramatically in recent years. Whilst
at Mbuluzi, we also put bikes together,
which would then be distributed to local
communities and homesteads. These bikes
would enable children to get to school more
efficiently, whilst also providing another
means of transport for a family. The bikes
were donated by a Washington based
charity and the underlying aim for the bikes
project was to discourage poaching in
the game reserve, as the bikes were being
given to communities which were known
for poaching for game, such as antelope
and Nyala. The country is hoping for rain in
the upcoming months, and although this
is desperately needed, a large amount of
rainfall could have serious consequences
on the ecology of the country. Therefore, to
prevent flooding in the game reserve we
built flood walls in dried up rivers with the
hope of controlling the water flow when the
much needed rains arrive.
Whilst in Swaziland we also experienced
the vibrant culture of the country. We did
this by going on safaris, and it was on this
expedition that I experienced my first ever
safari, and it blew me away. We were able to
observe countless African animals ranging
from Lions, African elephants, and white
rhinos to hippopotamus’ and fish eagles- it
was truly unforgettable. My team and I also
did an overnight trek in the Swazi bush
at the Hlane Game reserve. We trekked
all day to a campsite, and slept under the

Playful kids at Mlindzini highschool

The amazing team with whom I built memories for life

stars whilst hearing hyena packs circling
the campsite; it is fair to say, hearing the
howl of a hyena, is a moment to behold,
especially when they are 50 metres away in
the darkness!
The generosity of the Dodleston Parish
council enabled me to experience this once
in a life time expedition, and also has greatly
helped the lives of the children at Mlindzini
high school. This connection between
Abbey Gate College and Mlindzini high
school has created a long term relationship
which will continue for many years to come;
and I cannot express enough, how much I
value my time spent in Swaziland and the
memories I made exploring the country and
meeting its beautiful people.
Ellie Parker.
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Dodleston & District Parish Council

Calling
All Players’...

past, present and future...
We are all getting excited in Players, not just because it’s nearly
audition time for the 2017 panto, but because 2018 will be the
50th year of pantomimes presented by Dodleston Youth Players.
Dodleston Players began in the late 1950’s as Dodleston Amateur Variety Company.
The first show, a Variety Spectacular was held in April 1962. The late Charlie Smith
was instrumental in starting the first youth club which put on a Variety Show
in September 1967 for the official opening of the Village Hall. This resulted in a
change of name to ‘Dodleston Youth Players’ and start of a tradition of an annual
pantomime. The first one, Aladdin, was in January 1969.
We are trying to find anyone who has ever been part of the Players over the last
50+ years. We know some have moved away and some are sadly no longer with
us, but if you have ever been in a panto or play we would love to hear from you.
Perhaps you are still in touch with someone else who was once with us and can
pass the message onto them.
Please contact our secretary Karen Welsh, 8 Egerton Walk on 660672 or via e-mail,
karenwelsh01@hotmail.co.uk and let us have your up-to-date contact details.

Bill in Rumplestiltskin in 1992, with Suzie Pickard and
David Kenton

squire (with blunderbuss), a doddering
vicar (usually minus trousers!) and
most frequently a flirty dame – a role he
played as only he could.
When he hung up his frock he and
Jean, who was sometimes prompt
and often tea lady, were still great
supporters of our group. It was
especially good to see Bill at Aladdin
last February. He was always very
encouraging to our young people and
we will miss him and Jean.

2017 Panto, 16-18
February

Bill as Mother Hubbard in Little Red Riding Hood his last panto in 2000

In our celebrations we are hoping to have a reunion and also put together an
exhibition of photographs and other memorabilia. We have quite a lot of information
already but there are many gaps we would love to fill so we would be particularly
interested in your memories of the early years 1962-79. If you have anything you
could contribute to this we would be very grateful. Anything loaned to us would be
returnable. We are really looking forward to hearing from you.
It is with great sadness that we record the death of our beloved friend Bill Hughes.
Bill was a member of Players from 1962-2000 and was variously seen as a bumbling

The first meeting will be held on
Sunday 18th September at 7pm
in the Village hall.
All those interested in joining
us in any capacity are very
welcome. Children will leave at
8pm as this will be followed by
the planning meeting for our
50th celebrations.
If you miss this meeting but
would still like to join the panto
please contact Karen. (see
above)
Auditions will be held the
following week 25th September.
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FROM NEW YORK
TO DODLESTON

Our village shop owners, Lloyd and Samantha,
met in the Big Apple on December 30th 1999.
Whilst Sam was brought up locally, Lloyd was
a London boy – as if we couldn’t tell.
After Sam moving to London in 2001 they had decided
that they wanted to work together and looked at
businesses back home. It was Sam’s friend, Tracy Parry,
who tipped them off about Chapel Stores coming up
for sale
Neither of them had any retail experience, still less had
they worked in a Post Office. Lloyd had been a scaffolder
while Sam worked in Accounts for a Glass Bottle
Manufacturer. They lived together in Hertfordshire, next
door but one to a future Olympian, Laura Trott.
So, eight years after leaving for the smoke and with
just four days’ Post Office training for Sam, they
arrived in Dodleston. The previous owners had added
accommodation to the shop so they moved in and their
great adventure started in late October 2009.
They unpacked on Christmas day.
Since, they arrived, the premises have been transformed
so that it is now open plan with a great deal more retail

Lloyd and Samantha - Via The Big Apple to Chapel Stores Dodleston!

space to include an impressive range of wines, spirits and
local produce.
Six years on the next transformation is under way. In
addition to more space for stock and a larger office for Sam
(“somewhere for all the paper”, she says) there will be
even more retail space. Lloyd has suggested they might
start doing kebabs, Sam says probably not.
Thy have become key players in our village life. Helping
out on Bonfire Night and the Village Day, ticket selling, WI,
Zumba – ing, quizzing, hospital visiting – all this on top
of the shop being open for 100 hours a week. They have
surrounded themselves with a great team of people and,
already, are probably Dodleston’s biggest asset!!

It’s busy on the
maternity ward…
Autumn time is the start of our busy calving period. We will
have an average of 1-2 calves per day. We need to teach the
calves how to feed and it is the start of the mother’s lactation.
The mothers are changing from a straw based diet to keep
their stomachs full to an energy rich diet to encourage milk
production. All these new calves live in individual pens so
we know how much milk they are drinking as just one poor
feed time can result in a very poorly calf...this is where a good
stockman really shows his skill. Since we have started using
sexed semen we can be far more deliberate in planning the
next generation. The insemination schedule allows for a 2
week period over Christmas and New Year when no calves
are born and Nick can have his Christmas dinner in peace…
well sometimes!!
Rachel Jones

Homewatch Autumn 2016
Although Dodleston Homewatch retains its original
structure of section co-ordinators with their own
groups of members, we are also registered as part of
the National Scheme through Cheshire Police. You can
register as a member by going to:ourwatch.org.uk
Whilst it is good to receive so much support and information, we
remain a bottom-up organisation, responding to our members.
Our primary role is to help keep our area safe by being alert to any
problems and contacting each other and the police if necessary.
Tom Norton our local PCSO has been a wonderful addition to the
area. Contact details:
Tom.norton@cheshire.pnn.police
If you want any further information you can contact me on my new
email:June.bagot@gmail.com
June Bagot
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Dodleston Village Foundation

Village Hall
Bookings
Secretary
Dodleston Village Hall
Renovation Project

Dodleston Village Foundation, the charitable trust which manages
Dodleston Village Hall, was awarded a grant of £29,111.46
in March 2016 from funding body WREN through its FCC
Community Action Fund. WREN is a not-for-profit business that
awards grants for community projects from funds donated by
FCC Environment through the Landfill Communities Fund.

All future bookings for the
Village Hall are now being
managed by our new
bookings secretary Lynn Mayo
who can be contacted on
01244 660124 or
lynn.mayo@tiscali.co.uk

The grant received from WREN has been used to update and renovate many of
the village hall’s facilities, especially female, male & disabled toilets, toilet floors,
and all wood floors, including the provision of a much needed new stage floor after
levelling up the sub-structure. The kitchen and bar floors have been replaced, and
the rear stairs and rear corridor have also been re-floored. The opportunity has also
been taken to update and improve several areas of the hall’s electrics, including the
fitting of a new consumer board with RCDs replacing four obsolete boards. Much of
the hall has been repainted to provide a more inviting and welcoming atmosphere
for all our regular and occasional users.
The village hall has been closed throughout August for the renovation work to be
undertaken.
Local contractors A. R. Jones
Joinery & Building Limited and
Delta Rock North West Limited
were selected to undertake the
work, and all contractors and subcontractors working at the hall
have fully engaged with the project.
The DVF would like to thank all
members of the work teams, not
only for their hard work during the
Beautiful new flooring by A.R. Jones Joinery & Building
project, but also for the suggestions
and ideas which they provided for
addressing several elements of the
project.
Richard Lloyd, Chairman of the
Dodleston Village Foundation,
believes that the improvements to
the village hall will make a huge
difference to the experience of
people living in Dodleston and
The Playing Field
District Parish. “I’m thrilled that
WREN awarded us this money, and we are really looking forward to the improved
village hall opening for business as usual in September. The annual user group
meetings set the agenda for the renovation project and identified the priorities for
the work to be undertaken. I should like to thank Richard Smith from WREN for his
wholehearted support for the project, and for his advice and help. I should also like
to extend my thanks to the Dodleston Youth Players for their financial contribution
to the overall renovation project.”

The ever-amusing Andy White

Events
Saturday 8th October - Comedy
Night at the Village Hall. Doors open
at 7pm with old favourite Tony Vino
compering a show that features Andy
White and George Zach. Always a good
night out. Tickets £12.50 including food
available from the Village Shop.
Village Day 2017? - Planning for
our next Village Day begins with a
fairly blank sheet of paper at a meeting
at the Village Hall at 7.00pm on
Wednesday 12th October. Please come
along to be part of it and to shape how
the day can continue to be a success.
DVF 100 Club - Steve Graham
was the lucky winner of the £100 July
prize. Regular monthly draws continue
with a healthy number of members
ensuring that even the smaller prizes
are worth winning.
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Dodleston & District Parish Council
Dodleston Cricket Club
Spring update

We have had a fantastic first
season on our home ground.
We have a new pavilion, a
fantastic playing area and pitch
and first class practice facilities
that are the envy of most
surrounding clubs. The regular
net sessions have definitely
helped improve our performances
with the bat and the ball.
The playing season was comprised of midweek
games on Wednesday evenings and then
some weekend fixtures when we teamed up
with Chester Boughton Hall. In the midweek
league we finished mid table which was a
big improvement over recent seasons and the
games that we lost were pretty close – except
for one horror game in the rain where we had a
complete batting collapse. Notable highlights of
our season (apart from improving all round in our
performances) were ;
• Winning the first game of the season by one
run off the last ball of the match, Matt Hughes
50 not out, Pete Wagenaar 26.
• On the bowling front we had some great
performances - against Burton we had a
complete batting collapse but on the bowling
front Ravi Gurusinghe took 4-30 and nearly got
a hat trick . Other stand out bowling figures
were Matt Hughes 5-25 against Handbridge.

1. The Pavilion
appeared
pretty quickly
over a couple
of weeks
in May. It
started with a
concrete base
being laid...

2. Followed by
the building
appearing over
a couple of
days...

3. and by then
end of May the
Pavilion was
complete...
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Community
Police News

I am fortunate that Dodleston and the surrounding
villages form part of my beat. We have had the occasional
report of rogue traders calling at doors. Can I advise that
if you think somebody is acting suspicious then ring 101.
Nobody should feel pressured into doing anything by
callers at their doors. This is a great area and fortunately
there are very little offences reported. I am keen for the
area to remain like this, and would ask if anybody has
any concerns to contact me on tom.norton@cheshire.pnn.
police.uk or PC Sally Malone, the local beat manager, sallyanne.malone@cheshire.pnn.police.uk and we will try and
solve these for you. Alternatively, please call 101 for any
non-emergency incidents and 999 for any emergencies.
Tom Norton PCSO 21884 Chester LPU

Christmas Tree Festival
organised by Dodleston Local
History Group in conjunction
with St. Mary's Church
in St Mary's Church, Dodleston on
Friday 2 December 3 pm – 7 pm
Saturday 3 December 3 pm – 7 pm
Sunday 4 December 2 pm – 5 pm
A display of Christmas trees decorated by local
groups, organisations, school and individuals
Refreshments available
Entrance £1.00 (children free)
For any group etc wishing to participate in the festival
and display a tree, please contact Bernard Dennis on
07966 436073 or email dennis@bernard20.orangehome.
co.uk for a booking form.

Do you need a Helping Hand?
If you are looking for an alternative to
residential care or extra support for those
everyday tasks that are becoming difficult for
you or a loved one – then we’re here to help
- from 30 minutes per week to full-time
Live-in Care.
Our Cheshire care team has been providing
award winning quality homecare since 1989
and can help with: personal care,
housekeeping, help getting around or even to
provide a break to an existing family member
or care-giver.

To find out how we can help you,
call: 01244 434 890 or
visit: www.helpinghands.co.uk

Re
c
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The Home Care Specialists
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INDEPENDENT	
  FINANCIAL	
  ADVICE	
  
YOU	
  CAN	
  TRUST	
  

	
  
	
  
	
  

	
  
	
  

What	
  does	
  it	
  mean	
  to	
  be	
  Chartered	
  and	
  Independent?	
  
Independent	
  means	
  that	
  we	
  are	
  not	
  tied	
  to	
  any	
  providers	
  and	
  can	
  recommend	
  financial	
  
solutions	
  from	
  the	
  whole	
  of	
  the	
  market.	
  
Being	
  recognised	
  as	
  a	
  firm	
  of	
  Chartered	
  Financial	
  Planners	
  means	
  we	
  have	
  been	
  shown	
  to	
  
be	
  adhering	
  to	
  the	
  highest	
  standards	
  of	
  ethical,	
  quality,	
  tailored	
  financial	
  advice	
  that	
  you	
  
can	
  trust	
  and	
  that	
  we	
  invest	
  in	
  professional	
  development	
  and	
  skills.	
  

What	
  can	
  we	
  do	
  for	
  you?	
  
•	
  Tidy	
  up	
  your	
  pensions	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  •	
  Fix	
  your	
  mortgage	
  rate	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  
•	
  Help	
  release	
  equity	
  from	
  your	
  home	
  
•	
  Protect	
  your	
  family	
  or	
  your	
  business	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  
•	
  Use	
  your	
  ISA	
  allowances	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  •	
  Review	
  your	
  Retirement	
  Options	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  
•	
  Help	
  you	
  get	
  up	
  to	
  4%	
  income	
  from	
  Savings	
  or	
  Investments	
  
•	
  Auto	
  Enrolment	
  &	
  Workplace	
  Pensions	
  
•	
  Review	
  Investments	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  •	
  Release	
  money	
  from	
  Pensions	
  
	
  

ARRANGE	
  YOUR	
  FREE	
  CONSULTATION	
  
MEETING	
  TODAY!	
  
	
  

Tel:	
  01244	
  539	
  595	
  	
  	
  E-‐mail:	
  info@cambifa.co.uk	
  
Web:	
  www.cambrian-‐associates.co.uk	
  
	
  
Come	
  to	
  our	
  offices	
  at	
  St.	
  David’s	
  Park	
  or	
  we	
  can	
  visit	
  you	
  at	
  home!	
  
Cambrian	
  House,	
  St.	
  David’s	
  Park,	
  Hawarden,	
  CH5	
  3XA	
  
	
  
©	
  Cambrian	
  Chartered	
  Financial	
  Planners	
  (a	
  trading	
  name	
  of	
  Cambrian	
  Associates	
  Limited)	
  is	
  authorised	
  &	
  
regulated	
  by	
  the	
  Financial	
  Conduct	
  Authority	
  (FCA	
  158976)	
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Chairman: Cllr Mike Maughan

email:katepcdodleston@gmail.com
Tel: 07872927050
Clerk to the Parish Council: Kate Lloyd

Dodleston & District Parish Council Officers

Tel: 01244 661776
email: mike.maughan@dodlestonparishcouncil.co.uk

Vice Chairman: Cllr Paul Buchanan
Tel: 07710 900833
email: paul.buchanan@dodlestonparishcouncil.co.uk

Cllr Karen Tilston
Tel: 01244 660828
email: karen.tilston@dodlestonparishcouncil.co.uk

Cllr Mike Dix
Tel: 01244 661030
email mike.dix@dodlestonparishcouncil.co.uk

Cllr Chris Ward
Tel: 07730 564712
email: wardiecj@googlemail.com

Cllr Rich Ward
email: richardmward9@hotmail.co.uk
Tel: 07427 471299

Cllr Mark Williams
Tel: 01244 315535
email: mark.williams@dodlestonparishcouncil.co.uk

Cllr Richard Kitchin
Tel: 07968 33567
email: richard@rkitchin.co.uk

Cllr Roger Taylor
Tel: 07860 514899
email: rm.taylor@cambifa.co.uk

Cllr Rachel Jones
Tel: TBC
email: kane_r@sky.com
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