Dodleston & District Parish Council

 Ordinary Meeting of the Parish Council 

Monday 12th July  2010 - 7.30pm Dodleston Village Hall

MINUTES

Those Present:

Chairman

Mike Maughan    
Councillors
Arthur Hughes, Karen Tilston, Paul Buchanan     

Clerk
Sarah Hassall

1.
Apologies


Julie Vine, John Blythin, Michael Dix, James Clarke, Sarah Parker

Non-attendance Percy Hulmston
2.
Procedural matters

i) Declaration of interest

Cllr Maughan declared an interest in item 11.

ii) RESOLVED The Chairman signed as a correct record, the minutes of the Annual General Meeting of the Parish Council held on the 10th May 2010.  
RESOLVED: To meet internal audit requirements the agendas relating to the following meetings were signed: 13th July 2009, 5th August 2009 and 14th September 2009

3.
Public Speaking Time

Dr Nuttall asked if we could request that if resident’s homes back onto footpaths, could they trim their overhanging foliage.  Councillors agreed to put an article in the next Parish Mag.

Dr Nuttall has been told that the bus service may alter once again in September.  Clerk to contact John Ellis-Jones to clarify the situation.

Arthur Hughes asked if we could pursue the matter regarding the lack of bus stop at Balderton.  Clerk to contact CW&C and liaise with Arthur.

4.
Chairman’s Report 2009/2010


Cllr Maughan read the annual report to the meeting.

5.
Field Update

In Cllr Dix absence Cllr Maughan stated that the field committee had met and agreed to move forward with one or two projects initially.  Full consultation will take place before any formal plans progress.

6. Fly tipping
Fly tipping behind St Mary’s Road houses has been reported to enforcement at CW&C.

7. Village skip scheme
Cllr Maughan will research options regarding a Parish skip to be placed in the village once or twice a year.  The skip will be available for residents who are unable to travel to the household-recycling centre on Sealand Road.  Options to be presented at the September meeting.

8. Car Park

Cllr Hughes agreed to obtain prices from contractors for a more permanent surface for the car park and for repair of the gate.  The sleepers also need replacing and pinning. 

9. Missing Road signs

There are currently missing chevrons at Pulford and Dodleston, and also a Dodleston Village sign.  Cllr Buchanan to speak to highways and to ask for a ‘slow, children playing’ sign for Lower Kinnerton. 

10. Development of phone box area

The Clerk applied for a grant towards the development of the area, £1800 has been offered from Cllr Keith Board’s community budget.  The project may run into the next financial year to allow funds to be earmarked to fully complete the project.  

Cllr Vine to investigate the possibility of a pump for the area and an article will be placed in the village magazine requesting help. The history group will be asked to design the map board and order.  Cllr Buchanan to help with sourcing a volunteer to design the area, with a view to work commencing early autumn.

11. Firework Event

Cllr Maughan declared an Interest and offered to leave the room during the discussion. The Council declined the offer as it was suggested that Cllr Maughan could provide advise on firework stock and show detail requirement within discussion.


i.
Agree if the event will take place this year

RESOLVED: The Parish Council proposed that the firework event will take place this year on Saturday 6th November 2010.

ii. Discuss budget, fireworks/display costs

RESOLVED: Another £2500-£3000 was agreed to be spent on fireworks, this is to top up the £2500 in stock from last years event.  

iii. Obtaining quotations

RESOLVED: Cllr Buchanan agreed to obtain three quotations for the fireworks to include a show. 

RESOLVED:  As discussed previously the Parish Council agreed to pay £350 to Mr Bellis to provide storage of Parish Council items for the year commencing April 2010.

RESOLVED:  Line 8 of the Annual Return for the year ended 31 March 2010 was changed to read £23931.

12.  
Planning Applications

The planning committee met to discuss the drilling of boreholes for the exploration, testing and appraisal of coal bed methane (CBM gas) on Leicester Lane.  The scheme is currently purely exploration and if further works takes place a full consultation will take place.

13.
Finance
i) To approve income and expenditure since the last meeting 


Resolved – All income and expenditure since the last meeting was agreed.

ii) To review the Parish Council risk assessment for 2010/11


To be completed at the next meeting 

iii) Councillors to complete annual declaration of interest form


To be completed at the next meeting.

14.
Correspondence

The Dodleston Baby & Toddler Group have requested a donation from the Community Fund of £500 to help with running costs for the coming year.  The group currently has arrears for rent of the Village Hall.  Clerk to contact the Group to suggest they also write to the DVF for help with their situation.  The Parish Council would be willing to help in partnership with the DVF. 

James Clarke wrote to the Parish Council on behalf of the DVF requesting a donation from the Community Fund of between £500-£5000 toward the replacement roof of the village hall.  Cllr Maughan to discuss the letter with Cllr Parker and the Clerk to provide a response.

Other correspondence read to the meeting:

Stephen Mosley MP – welcome letter

Borrowing approval from the Secretary of State

15.
Date of next meeting


Monday 13th September 2010 – 7.30pm







